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ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL 

TO THE STANDARD BASIC ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 

AND THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
SIGNED ON 20 AUGUST 1992 IN NEW YORK

The Government of the Republic Bulgaria and the United Nations Development Programme, in order to amend the provisions of the Standard Basic Assistance Agreement signed on 20 August 1992 in New York, hereinafter referred to as the SBAA, have agreed upon the following:

Art. 1.

Reference is made to consultations between officials of the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria (hereinafter referred to as “the Government”) and officials of the United Nations Development Programme (hereinafter referred to as “UNDP”) with respect to the provision of support services by the UNDP country office for nationally managed programmes and projects.  UNDP and the Government hereby agree that the UNDP country office may provide such support services at the request of the Government through its institution designated in the relevant programme support document or project document, as described below.

Art. 2.

The UNDP country office may provide support services for assistance with reporting requirements and direct payment. In providing such support services, the UNDP country office shall ensure that the capacity of the Government-designated institution is strengthened to enable it to carry out such activities directly. 
Art. 3.

The UNDP country office may provide, at the request of the designated institution, the following support services for the activities of the programme/project:

(a) Identification and/or recruitment of project and programme personnel;

(b) Identification and facilitation of training activities;

(c) Procurement of goods and services.
Art. 4.

The procurement of goods and services and the recruitment of project and programme personnel by the UNDP country office shall be in accordance with the UNDP regulations, rules, policies and procedures. Support services described in paragraph 3 above shall be detailed in an annex to the programme support document or project document. If the requirements for support services by the country office change during the life of a programme or project, the annex to the programme support document or project document is revised with the mutual agreement of the UNDP resident representative and the designated institution.

Art. 5.

The relevant provisions of the SBAA, including the provisions on liability and privileges and immunities, shall apply to the provision of such support services. The Government shall retain overall responsibility for the nationally managed programme or project through its designated institution. The responsibility of the UNDP country office for the provision of the support services described herein shall be limited to the provision of such support services detailed in the annex to the programme support document or project document.

Art. 6.

1. Programmes/projects and contracts funded from UNDP grants, and/or from grants of the United Nations specialized structures represented by UNDP in Bulgaria (listed in Annex 1) shall be exempt from all taxes, custom duties, fees or other fiscal charges that have an equal effect, irrespective of these being effective at present or to be introduced in the future.

2. Equipment, materials, supplies of goods and services under programmes/projects and under contracts funded from UNDP grants, and/or from grants of the UN specialized structures represented in Bulgaria by UNDP, shall be exempt on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria from all direct and indirect taxes, as well as from customs duties or other fiscal charges that have an equal effect irrespective of these being effective at present or to be introduced in the future.

Import of equipment, materials and goods, to be used by programmes/projects and under contracts funded from UNDP grants, and/or from grants of the UN specialized structures represented in Bulgaria by UNDP, shall be exempt from all taxes, custom duties, fees or other fiscal charges that have an equal effect, irrespective of these being effective at present or to be introduced in the future.

3. Imports executed under programmes/projects and under supply contracts funded from UNDP grants, and/or from grants of the UN specialized structures represented by UNDP in Bulgaria, shall be cleared for entry onto the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria without being subject to duties, taxes and fiscal charges that have an equal effect.

To provide for the implementation of the programmes/projects, the respective Bulgarian authorities shall take all necessary measures for the respective imports to be customs cleared at the border cross point for delivery to the implementing agencies, beneficiaries and contractors  designated under the programme/project documents, regardless of delays or disputes pertaining to the settlement of the above custom duties, taxes and fees.

4. Programmes/projects and contracts funded from UNDP grants, or from grants of the UN specialized structures represented in Bulgaria by UNDP shall not be subject on the part of the Bulgarian state to document stamp and registration duties or fiscal charges that have an equal effect, irrespective of these being effective at present or to be introduced in the future.

5. Exemption from taxes, custom duties and fees, provided for in sections 6.1. to 6.4 above, shall apply to the implementing agencies, beneficiaries and contractors of the respective programmes/projects and contracts.

6. For the application of Art. 6 UNDP and the Government designated institution shall certify in writing the implementation agency, beneficiaries and contractors of the programme/project before the relevant tax and customs authorities, following the procedure endorsed by the Bulgarian Government.  

7. The Bulgarian Government shall undertake appropriate legislative and adminsitrative measures for the effective implementation of this article.

Art. 7

Vehicles owned by UNDP, or by any of the UN specialized structures represented in Bulgaria by UNDP and used exclusively for the purposes of programmes/projects funded from UNDP grants, or from grants of the UN specialized structures represented in Bulgaria by UNDP, shall be registered following a procedure endorsed by the government by means of car number plates bearing distinctive features.

Art. 8

Any claim or dispute arising under or in connection with the provision of support services by the UNDP country office in accordance with this letter shall be handled pursuant to the relevant provisions of the SBAA.

Art. 9

Any modification of the present arrangements shall be put into effect by mutual written agreement of the parties hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF

The signatories duly authorized representatives of the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the United Nations Development Programme, have signed this Additional Protocol to the SBAA.

Done in duplicate in …………….. on ………………. 2004, in Bulgarian and English languages, both texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

___________________________________      ____________________________________
For the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria     For the United Nations Development Programme
                  Mr. Solomon Passy                                               Mr. Neil Buhne 

           Minister of Foreign Affairs                           UNDP Resident Representative and

                                                                                UN Resident Coordinator for Bulgaria

Annex 1
UN Structures which UNDP represents in Bulgaria

Programmes and Funds

1. UNDP – United Natiosn Development Programme

2. UNCTAD – United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

3. UNHCR – Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (own office in Bulgaria and own Resident Representative)

4. ITC – International Trade Centre

5. UNIFEM – United Nations Development Fund for Women

6. UNICEF – United Nations Children’s Fund

7. UNDCP – United Nations Drug Control Programme

8. UNV – United Nations Volunteers 

9. WFP – World Food Programme

10. UNEP – United Nations Environment Programme

11. UNFPA – United Nations Population Fund

12. UNHSP – United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)

Other UN Entities
13. OHCHR – Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

14. UNOPS – United Nations Office for Project Services

15. UNU – United Nations University

16. UNSSC – United Nations System Staff College

17. UNAIDS – Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

Research and Training Institutes
18. INSTRAW – International Research and Training Institute for the advancement of women

19. UNITAR – United Nations Institute for Training and Research

20. UNIDIR – United Nations Institute for Disarmament  

21. UNICRI – United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute 

22. UNRISD – United Nations Research Institute for Social Development

Functional Commissions 

23. Commission for Social Development

24. Commission on Human Rights 

25. Commission on Narcotic Drugs

26. Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

27. Commission on Science and Technology for Development

28. Commission on Sustainable Development

29. Commission on the Status of Women

30. Commission on Population and Development

31. Statistical Commission

Regional Commissions

32. Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

33. Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)

34. Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

35. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

36. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 

Related Organizations 

37. IAEA – International Atomic Energy Agency

38. WTO (trade) – World Trade Organization

39. WTO (tourism) – World Tourism Organization

40. CTBTO – Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization

41. OPCW – Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

Specialized Agencies

42. World Bank Group - (own office in Bulgaria and own Resident Representative)

a. IBRD – International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

b. IDA – International Development Association 

c. IFC – International Finance Corporation

d. MIGA – Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency

e. ICSID – International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes 

43. IMF – International Monetary Fund (own office in Bulgaria and own Resident Representative)

44. ILO – International Labour Organization

45. FAO – Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

46. UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

47. WHO – World Health Organization

48. ICAO – International Civil Aviation Organization

49. IMO – International Maritime Organization

50. ITU – International Telecommunication Union

51. UPU – Universal Postal Union 

52. WMO – World Meteorological Organization

53. WIPO – World Intellectual Property Organization

54. IFAD – International Fund for Agricultural Development

55. UNIDO – United Nations Industrial Development Organization


