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PROTOCOL

BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
AND
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE OF SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO
ON

CONFIDENCE AND SECURITY BUILDING MEASURES COMPLEMENTING VIENNA DOCUMENT 1999


The Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defence of Serbia and Montenegro hereafter referred to as Parties,


According to Article 2 (2) of the Agreement between the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Federal Ministry of Defence of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on Cooperation, signed in Sofia, on February 7, 1996,


Sharing a common understanding about the indispensable role of the implementation of bilateral transparency and confidence building measures for the security in the Balkan region and in Europe,


Based on the guidance of their national governments to enhance the implementation of the existing arms control and confidence building instruments,


In follow up of both States’ commitment to the implementation of the Dayton Accords and


Taking into account the significance of applying high standards in the implementation of the Vienna Document 1999 and its Chapter X,


Have agreed to cooperate in the field of application of confidence and security building measures, as well as to apply compliance and verification measures additional to the Vienna Document 1999.


I. SCOPE OF AGREEMENT

1. The agreement, stated in Protocol includes the following measures:

a) Accepting on annual basis of one voluntary evaluation visit additional to the official quota to a formation or unit of the armed forces of each of both Parties in accordance to Vienna Document 1999,

b) Invitation on annual basis of one national of each of both countries to join an evaluation team of the other country, conducting an evaluation visit to a third OSCE participating state,

c) Participation on annual basis of a Serbia and Montenegro national in a Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe (CFE) training, conducted by the Republic of Bulgaria,

d) Participation on annual basis of a Bulgarian national in activities under Article IV, Annex 1-B of Dayton Accords, conducted by Serbia and Montenegro,

e) Visits to respective other Party’s verification organisation.

2. The verification organisations of both Parties will be the executive bodies for the implementation of this Protocol. They are:

· For the Republic of Bulgaria – the Bulgarian Arms Control Agency-General staff of the Bulgarian army
· For Serbia and Montenegro – the Verification Centre of the Ministry of Defence of Serbia and Montenegro

3. All activities under this Protocol shall be in accordance with the national legislation of both states.


II. GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The measures outlined above will be applicable throughout the entire territories of the countries concerned.

Each party may bring up to 6 evaluation team members.


The teams under paragraphs a) of the Section 1 may include nationals from third OSCE states. Their number shall not exceed one third of the respective team. Participation of third country nationals shall be initiated by the Evaluating Party and shall be subject to approval by the Host Party. 


The composition of the teams in respect to the measures referred to in Section I shall be finally coordinated at least 30 days before the respective mission.  

III. OPERATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS


1. The voluntary evaluation visits envisaged by this Protocol shall be conducted in accordance with the terms, procedures and all safety provisions of the Vienna Document 1999.
However, the Parties agree that:
a) The voluntary evaluation visit reports will be provided the other Party to Vienna Document 1999, unless otherwise agreed;
b) Evaluation activities will begin not earlier than 08.00-hrs local time and will be completed not later than 17.00-hrs local time, unless otherwise agreed.  

2. In order to exchange experience with respect to conducting and enhancing the efficiency of such evaluation visits, representatives of both parties are encouraged to discuss organizational aspects of the evaluation visits, as well as possible courses of action of evaluators and escorts during an evaluation visits. 

IV. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
The receiving Party will bear all costs related to the implementation of this Protocol on its own territory. In particular, this will include in-country transportation, lodging, meals, work areas, expenses related to cultural programs, and, if requested, communications with Evaluating Party Embassy if it is necessary.

V. PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ISSUES


1. In order to ensure the implementation of this Protocol, planning and assessment meetings shall be organized on annual basis. The aim of these meetings will be to:

a) Coordinate evaluation targets for the calendar year;
b) Coordinate the staff of the evaluation teams; 

c) Define the time periods to conduct of the voluntary evaluation visits additional to the official quota; 

d) Define timelines for extending invitations for participation in the rest of the activities outlined in Section I of the Protocol

e) Assessmen (with the exception of the first meeting) of the implementation of the Protocol

2. The meetings shall be at level head / deputy head of verification organisation. Each guest delegation will include three members and at least one of them should be an expert in mission planning. Meetings will last up to three days. They shall take place not later than the end of February each year. The first meeting will be only organizational and may be organized later than February. It will be hosted by Serbia and Montenegro. Hosting of the next meetings will be on rotation basis.


VI. FINAL PROVISIONS
Any dispute arising from the interpretation or application of this Protocol shall be directly resolved by consultations between the Parties without recourse to outside jurisdiction 

This Protocol enters into force upon its signature.


This Protocol may be amended or modified by mutual consent of the Parties. The modifications shall be in writing and will enter into force in accordance with paragraph 2 of this Section. 



This Protocol shall remain in force for an unlimited period of time. However, this Protocol may be terminated by either Party by written notification to the other Party. It will cease to be in force six months after the receipt of notification of termination unless otherwise agreed.  


This Protocol does not restrict by any means any of the Parties to sign and implement similar or identical agreements with other parties. 

Signed in ……….. on …….…., 2005, in two original copies each in Bulgarian, Serbian and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of different interpretation of the provisions of this Protocol, English text shall prevail.

FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA


FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE OF SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO



..............................................................

Head 

of the Arms Control Agency of the
General Staff of the Bulgarian army


.........................................

Head 

of the Verification Centre

of the Ministry of Defence 



