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MEMORANDUM

on cooperation between

The Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria and

The Ministry of Defense of the Arab Republic of Egypt

The Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defense of the Arab Republic of Egypt, hereinafter referred to as “the Contracting Parties”,

Taking into account the need to contribute to strengthening the peace,  confidence, stability, and the development of the relations between the states in compliance with United Nations Charter and the stipulations of International law, 
Assessing positively the ongoing integration processes worldwide, expressing their endeavor for mutually beneficial based on  respect and confidence cooperation,
Following strictly the obligations  resulting from the international agreements on strengthening security, stability, and peace,

Aiming at long-term planning and defining the areas of bilateral cooperation,


Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

1. The Contracting Parties cooperate by performing their duties as set out in this Memorandum on the basis of equality and reciprocity.

2. The Contracting Parties apply this Memorandum in accordance with the stipulations of the respective national legislation and international law.

ARTICLE 2

1. The Contracting Parties will conduct cooperation in the following areas:

1.1 Defense and security policy.

1.2 Confidence and security building measures.
1.3 Arms control.

1.4 Defense planning.

1.5 Defense build-up and defense capabilities building. 
1.6 Civil-military relations. 

1.7 Fight against terrorism. 
1.8 Non-military crisis management.

1.9 Military law.

1.10 Personnel training.

1.11 Public diplomacy.
1.12 Military-scientific activities.

1.13 Military medicine.

1.14 Humanitarian and peace-keeping operations.

1.15 Social, sports, and cultural activities in the Armed Forces.

2. The Contracting Parties, or representatives authorized by them, may outline and develop additional areas of cooperation.

3. In order to implement programs for cooperation in the abovementioned areas, the Contracting Parties may sign separate protocols.

ARTICLE 3

1. The Contracting Parties will implement the cooperation in the following forms: 
1.1 Official visits and working meetings. 
1.2 Exchange of experience and consultations.

1.3 Personnel training projects participation: obtaining “Bachelor” and  “Master” University Degrees and scientific degree “Doctor” and post-graduate qualification courses. 
1.4 Joint participation in training exercises.

1.5 Joint research work.

1.6 Participation in conferences and symposiums.

1.7 Joint actions when participating in events within the initiative of the NATO for Mediterranean Dialog.

1.8 Exchange of information of mutual interest.

1.9 Concerts, exhibitions, festivals, and other cultural and sports events.

ARTICLE 4

1. On the basis of this Memorandum the Contracting Parties work out Annual Plans for Bilateral Cooperation.

2. The Contracting Parties exchange proposals to be included in the Annual Plan for Bilateral Cooperation by October 15 each year.

3. The Annual Plan for Bilateral Cooperation includes the forms, time and venues of the activities to be carried out; the responsible authorities; the number of participants and other issues regarding the organization and realization of the activities.

4. The agreed Annual Plan for Bilateral Cooperation for each following year will be signed by authorized representatives of the Contracting Parties by December 15.

ARTICLE 5

1. The Contracting Parties are obliged to exchange and protect information acquired in the course of cooperation in accordance with the respective national legislations.

2. The Contracting Parties are obliged not to use information received during the process of cooperation to detriment of the interests of the Contracting Party  that provided the information.

3. The Contracting Parties are obliged not to present to a third party information received in the course of this cooperation without the written consent of the Contracting Party  that provided the information.
ARTICLE 6

1. Financial expenses, related to the activities set out in this Memorandum and the realization of the activities included in the Annual Plans for Bilateral Cooperation, will be covered by the Contracting Parties on the principle of reciprocity.

2. The Host Contracting Party provides the accommodation, meals, and transport on its territory.

3. The Host Contracting Party provides the emergency medical care on its territory.

ARTICLE 7

1. Any disputes arising from the interpretation of this Memorandum shall be settled exclusively through bilateral consultations between Contracting Parties.

ARTICLE 8
1. This Memorandum shall not affect the rights and obligations resulting from bilateral and multilateral agreements which have entered into force between the Contracting Parties and other states and international organizations.

ARTICLE 9

1. This Memorandum may be amended or supplemented at any time by the Contracting Parties. Amendments and Additions will be introduced through separate Protocols which shall enter into force according to the provisions of Article 10 of this Memorandum Protocols.

ARTICLE 10

1. This Memorandum shall enter into force on the date of signature.

2. This Memorandum is concluded for a five year period and its validity shall be automatically extended for any successive five-year period  unless one of the Contracting Parties notifies the other Contracting Party in writing of its intention to terminate this Memorandum at least six months prior to the expiry period of its validity.

Signed at  ………………..,  on …….……..…..,  2005, in duplicate, in the Bulgarian, Arabic, and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of any differences of interpretation of this Memorandum, the English text shall prevail.

	FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
	FOR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

	
	


