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PROJECT
PROTOCOL

FOR COOPERATION

BETWEEN

 MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OF

THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

AND

MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OF GEORGIA 
ON THE EDUCATION AND TRAINING

OF MILITARY PERSONNEL 


The Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defense of Georgia hereinafter referred to as “Parties”, on the basis of the “Agreement between the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defense of Georgia on Cooperation”, signed on 1998, 26 November in Tbilisi, have agreed as follows:




ARTICLE 1 


The Parties shall fulfill their obligations, specified in this Protocol, on the basis of equality and mutual benefit principles.




ARTICLE 2

 
(1) The Parties agree on sending civilians and military-contractor servants, referred hereinafter as “Attendees”, for training in the military educational institutions of the Ministry of Defense of Georgia and the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria.
(2) The number of Attendees, the form of studying, and the specializations and courses duration, are determined by official correspondence between the Ministries, with an Annex to this Protocol, signed by June 30 each year. 
 (3) The personal details of those applying for training should be sent not later than 30 days before the beginning of the course.

ARTICLE 3

The implementation of this Protocol is responsibility of:


a) for the Republic of Bulgaria: The Ministry of Defense – Personnel Policy Directorate; 3, Diakon Ignatii St., Sofia; 


b) for the Ministry of Defense of Georgia; 20 Kvamli St., Tbilisi.



ARTICLE 4

 (1) The candidates, who will be sent for training, should meet the course requirements of the military educational institution of the receiving party. 

(2) For the training purposes, the selection of the candidates will be carried out by the sending party on the basis of the following requirements: 



а) professional and personal qualities;



b) work experience in the Armed Forces; 


c) position, military rank and age; 


d) previous training received or qualification already obtained (when applying for training at defense colleges). 



ARTICLE 5


(1) The chain of command for the Attendees is determined by the Armed Forces regulations of the sending party. 
(2) During studies, Attendees are under the Head of the Military Office at the Embassy of the sending party, who regulates all issues, connected with the studies and the accommodation of the Attendees in the receiving country, in cooperation with representatives of the corresponding military educational institution. 



ARTICLE 6


(1) During their period of studies, the Attendees from the sending country comply with the legislation of the receiving country.


(2) Attendees should obey the laws, rules and regulations of the receiving country, as well as the code of conduct and internal regulations of the corresponding military educational institution and the trainers’ instructions during their studies.


(3) The Head of the Military Office at the Embassy of the sending party should be promptly informed about Attendees’ disciplinary violations of the internal rules and regulations of Armed Forces of the receiving party.


(4) The authorities of the receiving party cannot impose a disciplinary penalty on the Attendees of the sending party. The Attendees should not be assigned tasks, other than those connected with their studies.

ARTICLE 7


(1) During their studies,  military Attendees should obey their country’s regulations on wearing a military uniform. 
(2) During field training, the Attendees have the right to use special clothing, provided by the receiving party. 



ARTICLE 8


(1) The receiving party provides the Attendees of the sending party with accommodation and meals, at prices identical to those for their own Armed Forces personnel. 

(2) If Attendees arrive with their own families, the receiving party is not obliged to provide accommodation and meals for the family members.  

(3) The sending party informs the receiving party in advance about the accommodation needed. 

(4) Attendees are provided with the necessary course materials and technical equipment, identical to those of the trainees from the receiving country. 



ARTICLE 9


(1) Attendees at the military educational institutions of the receiving party have the right to apply for annual leave with a duration complying to the academic plan and internal regulations of the corresponding military educational institution. 

(2) Attendees from the sending party have the right to a leave on all national holidays of the sending party, according to its legislation.


(3) The receiving party is not responsible for organizing the Attendees’ leave.  


(4) During their study, Attendees can be visited by family members on their own expenses. 
(5) Attendees pay for all travel expenses which are not connected with their studies. 



ARTICLE 10

(1) The receiving country is responsible for providing Attendees with free urgent medical and dental service at local medical centers.


(2) Attendees have access to military-medical centers of the receiving country.


(3) Medical and dental services provided for the Attendees and their families, other than the services defined in Paragraph 1, are paid by the Attendees.



ARTICLE 11


(1) If an Attendee is absent for more than 20 per cent of the course because of prolonged illness or other reasons, parties that take steps to recall the Attendee.


(2) Attendees, who do not meet the course requirements or interrupt their studies because of health problems, as well as Attendees who are recalled by the sending party before the end of their studies, return to their home country on the expenses of the sending party.


(3) The receiving party informs the sending party about the reason for recalling the Attendee.

(4) Attendees, who have met the course requirements, have successfully passed the course exams and have defended their thesis (course project), receive corresponding documents and certificates, issued in accordance with the receiving country legislation.     



ARTICLE 12


(1) Attendees are not allowed to send personal correspondence and other documents issued during the course of their studies, before they have been checked by the authorities of the receiving country.  
(2) The information, received during the period of studies, cannot be used against the interests of the Parties.
ARTICLE 13


(1) The training of military personnel from the two countries is conducted on the basis of the following financial conditions:

а) The SENDING COUNTRY pays for:

- Attendees’ travel expenses to and from the place of study;

- Attendees’ insurance expenses during their stay in the receiving country;


- Attendees’ grants according to the sending country legislation, during their stay in the receiving country; 

- Funeral and corpse repatriation expenses in case of death of a military during their period of study.

b) The RECEIVING COUNTRY pays for:


- All expenses, connected with the Attendees’ training;


- All in-country business travel expenses during the training; 

- All accommodation and meal expenses, in compliance with the standards for foreign student exchange throughout Attendees’ period of study. 


(2) For damages caused by the Attendees, the sending country pays a compensation, determined by the receiving country legislation, whereas legal disputes are settled by the courts of the receiving country. 

ARTICLE 14


(1) In case of emergency, such as a natural disaster or wartime situation, the sending party has the right to recall the Attendees. 
(2) Attendees are not allowed to engage in political activities, as well as  participate in armed conflicts on the territory of the receiving country during their studies. 



ARTICLE 15

All contradictions, arising during the interpretation and the implementation of this Protocol, are settled through bilateral consultations.



ARTICLE 16


(1) This Protocol comes into force on the date of its signing.

(2) This Protocol is in force for 5 years and is automatically renewed for each successive 5–year period, unless annulled by one of the Parties.

(3) This Protocol can be denounced by each Party not later than 6 months from the date of reception of a written notification from the other party.

(4) This Protocol can be amended and added to at any time by a written mutual agreement between the Parties.


The amendments come in force in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.

This Protocol is signed in………….. on ……………2006, in two identical copies, each one of them in Bulgarian, Georgian and English languages, with all three texts being equally authentic.

In case of divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.
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