AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
FOR COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL SCIENCES 

The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic from hereon referred to as “Contracting Parties”), desirous of developing cooperation between their respective countries in the field of health care and medical science have agreed upon the following:

ARTICLE 1

The Contracting parties encourage the cooperation in the field of health care and medical science on the basis of reciprocity and mutual interest. 
The Contracting parties shall cooperate in the following areas;

a. Primary health care;
b. Medical science

c. Communicable diseases;

d. Public health; 

e. Health promotion;

f. Drug policy;

The cooperation in thus enumerated areas does not exclude the cooperation in the other fields of mutual interest.

ARTICLE 2
The Contracting parties shall carry out the cooperation through:

a. Exchange of information;

b. Development of bilateral projects;
c. Exchange of experience;

d. Exchange of medical specialists;

e. Education and specialization of medical staff;
ARTICLE 3
&1.The Contracting parties shall exchange information on international congresses, conferences and other scientific medical events organized by them including information to the time and place where this events will be conducted. 


&2. In case of invitation for participation in scientific forums the financial conditions shall be specified in the invitation.

ARTICLE 4
The respective institutions of the two Parties shall exchange medical literature and films about health care as well as any other written, visual or audio-visual informative materials in the field of health knowledge.

ARTICLE 5

The Contracting Parties shall encourage the development of joint scientific and practical activities of their specialized pharmaceutical companies at mutually advantageous conditions.

ARTICLE 6


The Contracting parties shall support the direct collaboration between the Medical Universities for the purpose of:

a. exchanging curricula for training, post-graduate qualification and upgrading of the medical specialists.

b. Admitting citizens of both countries to be trained in medicine, dentistry and pharmacy in accordance with the national legislation of each country.

ARTICLE 7


Concerning any visit of delegations and experts of both countries within the framework of the present Agreement, the sending party shall cover costs of round trip tickets and the receiving party shall cover full accommodation and internal transportation.

ARTICLE 8

The Contracting parties provide medical treatment against payment to the patients of the other country upon a request, after preliminary consideration of the possibility to accept the patient and information about the treatment expenses. The request must be accompanied by the necessary medical documentation for the patient in English.

Each party send its patients after preliminary approval of the receiving Party.
ARTICLE 9


The Contracting parties entrust the implementation of the present Agreement on the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Health of the Syrian Arab Republic.
ARTICLE 10
This Agreement is entering into force from the date of receiving the second note, by which the Contracting parties are notifying each other through diplomatic channels that all conditions in accordance with their national legislation for entering into force of this Agreement have been fulfilled.

This Agreement is concluded for a period of 5 (five) years. Its validity is automatically extended for a new period of 5 (five) years, unless one of the Contracting parties denounces it giving written diplomatic notice not later than 6 (six) months before the expiry of this Agreement.

The entering into force of this Agreement terminates the existing Agreement between the Government of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic on cooperation in the field of health, signed on April 24, 1981 in Sofia.
Signed in Sofia on 12 June 2006 in two uniform copies, each in Bulgarian, Arabic and English languages and the three texts have identical validity. In case of divergence in interpretation, the English text shall prevail.
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