
PROJECT
AGREEMENT

between the Government of the Republic of  Bulgaria 

and the  Government of the Kingdom of Thailand on cooperation 

in the area of the quarantine and plant protection

The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, hereinafter referred to as: "the Contracting Parties”, taking into consideration the significant contribution of the international and bilateral  cooperation to  the control of diseases, pests and weeds on plants and plant products for the  prevention of their propagation around the world, declaring their readiness to coordinate their efforts in pests control for the purpose of  protecting the territories of their countries from their introduction and propagation, led by the desire to develop more intensive bilateral scientific and technical,  economic and trade relationship in the field  of quarantine and plant protection,


hereby agree  as follows:

Article 1


  The Contracting Parties ensure competent actions and effective measures to prevent the introduction and spread of diseases, pests and weeds (hereinafter referred to as ’’pests’’) on plants and plant products, included in the National List of Quarantine pests of each country.

Article 2


The terms, used in the present Agreement, have the following meaning:


1. Plants" are live plants or live parts of them, including seeds, as live parts of plants are fruits in botanical meaning without frozen, bulbs, roots, cut blossom, branches and leaves; cut trees and leaves; germplasm.


2."Plant products" are  those of plant origin (including seeds, while they are not included in the term "Plants"), non-processed or products, which due to their nature  or due to the way of production may be instrumental in  the propagation of  pests.


3."Quarantine pest"is one of  potential national economic importance,  non- existing in the  country or existing,  but having a limited spread  and actively controlled.


4."Pest" is a representative of the plant or animal world, a virus, mycoplasma or other pathogen, injurious to  plants or plant products.


5."Phytosanitary certificate" is an official international document, in compliance with the pattern, attached to the International Plant Protection Convention (Rome, 1951), certifying the absence of quarantine pests in the consignment. 

Article 3


This Agreement is being concluded mainly for the purposes of plant quarantine and quarantine pests, which may be distributed as a result of the international and bilateral commercial relations of the Contracting Parties with plants and plant products.   

Article 4


Each one of the Contracting Parties organizes and ensures:


1. a) the control of agricultural and forest plants during  vegetation, control of  plants and plant products during storage, as well as during  their transportation for  the purpose of establishing  the appearance of  quarantine pests.


b) the control of consignments of plants and plant products intended for export and of the transport vehicles, used for the international traffic of such goods, in order to prevent the introduction of quarantine  pests on the territory of the other Contracting Party.

c)the treatment for pests control (if necessary) of the plant, plant products consignments,  packages and transportation vehicles.


d) the issuance of  phytosanitary certificates  on the origin of the consignments of  plants  and plant products,  their phytosanitary status and additional information, when necessary.


2. The phytosanitary control is to be carried out and the phytosanitary certificate is to be issued only by authorized persons and is to be authenticated with a seal  of a state body, authorized to effectuate  such control.


3. The phytosanitary certificate must  be original and must be filled in English or in French and it can not bear any amendments and  deletions on its face, unless officially certified.


4. In case of  re-exportation of plants and plant products, the re-exportation phytosanitary certificate  must be accompanied by the original phytosanitary certificate of the producing country or an  officially certified copy of it.

Article 5


1. The Contracting Parties, in order to prevent the introduction of  quarantine pests on the plants and plant products on their territories, have the right to:


a)  limit or claim for special requirements, concerning  the import of plants and plant products;


b) ban the import of plants or plant products in case of real danger for  the introduction of a definite pest;


c) carry out  phytosanitary control  on each consignment of plants or plant products at border check points, regardless the availability of a phytosanitary certificate;


d) require, by necessity,  that consignments of plants or  plant products  be treated, destroyed or returned back to the exporting country.


2. The Contracting Parties, with reference to Article 1:


a) exchange the lists of the pests, whose presence is not allowed when importing  plants and plant products, within  60 /Say: Sixty/ days since the date of  signing of this Agreement.

 
b) exchange information,   through their competent authorities on acting normative  acts in the respective  Contracting Party;


c)  implement the  measures, provided for in Paragraph 1, item (a),(b) and (d) of this Article, only when that is necessary for  phytosanitary reasons;


d)  inform the other Contracting Party in  written form  30 / Say: Thirty/ days before the introduction of restrictions, prohibitions and requirements, concerning the importation of plants and plant products;


e)  nominate  the border check points,  through which the importation of plants and plant products  is allowed.


3. The Contracting parties prohibit the import of soil (with the exception of peat) and the usage of straw, hay, chaff, moss, barks and others as packing material.


4. The transit passing of consignments of plants and plant products is allowed,  when they comply with  the  phytosanitary requirements of the country trough which they pass.

Article 6


1. In case of import and export of  large quantities   of plants and plant products into/from the territory of  one of the Contracting Parties, the authorities of the two countries may exercise  joint control, subject to mutual agreement. Phytosanitary  inspectors  are to be provided with office premises and control equipment  by the host country.


2. Through direct contacts, the Contracting Parties provide each other with information on the appearance and development of pests, as well as on  the means used for pest control and  their efficiency.


3. The Contracting Parties  inform each other about  scientific and technical achievements in the field of plant protection and  border phytosanitary control, as well as about  professional magazines, monographs and important publications.

Article 7


The Contracting Parties agree to organize working meetings of experts and scientists on current issues, concerning plant quarantine and plant protection. The meetings are to  be held in the Republic of Bulgaria and in Kingdom Thailand on an alternation basis.

Article 8


 The competent authorities of the two Contracting Parties - for the Republic of Bulgaria - the National  Plant Protection Service  and for  Kingdom Thailand

may establish direct relations  for the purpose of solving  problems, arising from the implementation of this  Agreement.


Any disagreements pursuant from the application of the present Agreement provisions shall be submitted to a Joint commission, consisting of three representatives of each Party. The Commission shall meet within two months of convocation of one of the Contracting parties on its territory. Problems left unsolved by the Commission shall be negotiated via diplomatic ways.

Article 9

1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the thirtieth day from the date of the receipt of the second of the note, by which the Contracting Parties inform each other through diplomatic channels that they have complied with the provisions of their national legislation regarding the entry into force of the Agreement. 

2. The present agreement shall be valid by the date of accession of Bulgaria to the European Communities. After that date the agreement shall be subject to discussion in order to be obliged to the requirements of the EU legislation.
Done in  ………      on ................ 2003   in three  original copies in Bulgarian, Thailandian and English,  all texts having equal legal force. In case of discrepancies regarding the interpretation of this Agreement, the English text shall prevail. 

For the  Government              For the Government  

of the Republic of Bulgaria:        of the Kingdom of Thailand:

…………………………….



……………………….

……………………………



……………………….
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