  AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
AND
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
O  N
            DEFENCE CO-OPERATION
The Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Albania hereinafter referred to as the "Parties".
Considering co-operation in the field of defence to be a vital
element of security and stabilization and of particular significance for the co-operation in reshaping, establishing and improving of the security system in Europe,
Acknowledging the fundamental role of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, hereinafter referred to as NATO, in ensuring international peace and security,
Emphasising the need of developing comprehensive co-operation, including the area of defence, flowing from the Republic of Bulgaria membership in NATO and its continuous support given to the "Open Door Policy" and efforts of the Republic of Albania to join NATO and European structures,
Giving emphasis to the need to develop comprehensive co-operation including its enhancement in the area of defence between the
AF of the Republic of Albania and the Armed Forces of the Republic of Bulgaria,
The Parties have agreed as follows:
Article 1 
                   Objective and Scope of the Agreement
This Agreement outlines general provisions concerning defence co- operation between the Parties, based on the principles of equality,
partnership and mutual benefit.
The co-operation between the Parties within the framework of this Agreement will be carried out in accordance with their competence, their national laws, generally recognized principles and norms of international law, and international commitments of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of Albania.
Defence co-operation shall be developed in the areas and forms
identified in this Agreement.
Article 2
Definitions
For the purpose of this Agreement, the terms listed below shall
have the following meanings:
a) "Sending Party" means the Party, which delegates its
representatives to the State of the other Party;
b) "Receiving Party" means the Party, which accepts on the territory of its State the delegated representatives of the other Party;
c)   "Place specified in advance" means an agreed upon place in the
territory of the State of the receiving Party, where a delegation of the Sending Party will arrive.
Article 3
Areas of Co-operation
1. The Parties will co-operate in the following areas:
a)  Defence policy and defence planning;
b) Military training and education;
c) Participation in activities of the "Partnership for Peace", peace
keeping and humanitarian missions and other operations within
international organizations;
d) Research work and development in the field of military technology;
e)  Standardizations of military meteorology;
f)   Military topography, cartography, hydrographic and land surveying;
g)  Exchange of information and documentation, in the military legislation field;
h) Military history and archives;
i)  Cultural and sports activities;
j)  Assistance in the military medical field;
k) Other fields 
2. The cooperation in the fields listed in first paragraph of this Article may be regulated by Additional Protocols to the present Agreement.
Article 4
Forms of Co-operation

Co-operation between the Parties shall be carried out, in particular, in the following forms:
a)  Official visits and working meetings;
b) Political-Military consultations, conferences and seminars;
c)  Exchange of experience on expert levels;
d) participation in peacekeeping missions and humanitarian relief
operations;
e) Studies and training in military academies and military research and development institutions, exchange of lecturers and trainees in different fields;
f)   Participation of observers in military exercises;
g)  Visits to military units, military museums and institutions;
h) Cultural and sports events.
Article 5
Annual Co-operation Plans

The basis for co-operation is the agreed annual co-operation plan
by the Parties.
The Parties shall make proposals for the plan referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article by the 15th of October of the year preceding the year for which the plan is prepared.
The annual co-operation plan is signed in written, by the
authorized representatives of the Parties by the 15th of December of the year preceding the year for which the plan is prepared.
The annual co-operation plan contains information concerning title of the event, time and place of execution and number of the participants.
Article 6
Status of forces and civilian personnel
The status of forces and civilian personnel of a Party during their presence on the territory of the State of the other Party for the purpose of participation in activities within the framework of this Agreement, is defined by the provisions of the Agreement between the States Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty and the other States participating in the Partnership for Peace regarding the status of their forces and its Additional Protocol, done in Brussels on 19 June 1995.
Article 7
Financing of the Co-operation
1. The costs related with the activities from the annual plan shall be carried out on the basis of reciprocity.
2. The Sending Party shall cover the costs for:
a) Transportation to/from a place specified in advance;
b) Per diems during the period of stay;
c)  Documents required by the authorities of the State of the Receiving Party for entering and leaving its territory.
3. The Receiving Party shall cover the costs for;
a) Transportation on the territory of its own State;
b) Food;
c)  Accommodation.
4. In case of emergency, the Receiving Party will provide medical assistance and basic dental care in the military medical institutions. When further treatment is needed, the patient will be sent back home at the cost of the Sending Party.
Article 8
Indemnities
Compensations for any damages caused by the personnel of the
Sending Party in territory of the State of the Receiving Party while performing their duties, during exercises or in connection with such exercises shall be calculated in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement between the States Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty and the other States participating in the Partnership for Peace regarding the status of their forces and its Additional Protocol, done in Brussels on 19 June 1995.
In cases of damage done exclusively to military equipment and
facilities, any possible disputes shall be settled amicably without
recourse to any national or international authorities. In case such a
dispute may not be settled amicably, it shall be resolved through
diplomatic channels.
Article 9
Other costs

The rules for covering costs other than those referred to in Article 8 and 9 will be set forth in Additional Protocols to the present Agreement.
Article 10
Protection of Information
The Parties commit themselves to use, handle safeguard any
classified material or information to which they may have access in the framework of the present Agreement in accordance with the Parties' national laws and regulation on protection of classified information.
The Parties commit themselves  not to use information received in the course of the implementation of the provisions of the present Agreement against the interests of the originating Party. 

Any information received in the course of  the implementation of the provisions of the present Agreement may not be released or disclosed to third parties, without previous written approval of the originating Party.
Article 11
Relation to other treaties

The provision of the present Agreement shall not affect the rights and the obligation of the Parties resulting from other international legal instruments to which they or their respective States are parties.
Article 12
Disputes

Any disputes between the Parties, which may arise in connection with the interpretation and implementation of the present Agreement shall be settled by negotiations between the Parties and will not be submitted for adjudication to any third parties.
Article 13
Entry into Force and Amendments
The present Agreement will enter into force on the date of the
receiving of the last notification by the Parties, in written form, by which they confirm the accomplishing of internal legal procedures necessary for its entering into force.
The present Agreement is concluded for an indefinite period of
time. The present Agreement may be denounced by either Party, anytime,in written form. The present Agreement will be terminated 6 months after the receiving of the notification by the other Party.
The present Agreement may be amended any time, in written form,with the consent of the Parties. The amendments will enter into force according to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article.
On the date of entry into force of the present Agreement the
"Arrangement of Cooperation between the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Albania" signed in Sofia, on 7 of April 1993, shall be terminated.
Signed    in..........................on.............................    2005,    in    two original copies, each in the Albanian, Bulgarian and English language all texts being equally authentic. In case of differences of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.
     For
For
the Ministry of Defence of the
the Ministry of Defence of the
    Republic of Bulgaria
Republic of Albania
