SPECIAL ACCESSION PROGRAMME FOR AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN

THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
AGREEMENT

between

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

and

THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
amending the

ANNUAL FINANCING AGREEMENT 2004

AMENDMENT TO THE ANNUAL FINANCING AGREEMENT 2004

The Commission of the European Communities, hereinafter referred to as “the Commission”, acting for and on behalf of the European Community, hereinafter referred to as “the Community”
of the one part, and

“the Republic of Bulgaria”

of the other part,

and together jointly referred to as “the Contracting Parties”,

Whereas:

(1)
A Special Accession Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development (hereinafter referred to as “SAPARD”) providing for a Community financial contribution has been established by Council Regulation (EC) No 1268/1999 on Community support for pre-accession measures for agriculture and rural development in the applicant countries of central and eastern Europe in the pre-accession period
, as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 2257/2004
.

(2)
The plan submitted by the Republic of Bulgaria was approved as an Agriculture and Rural Development Programme (hereinafter referred to as "the Programme") by a Decision taken in accordance with Article 4 (5) of Regulation (EC) No 1268/1999 on 20 October 2000. The Programme was (last) amended by a Decision taken on 23 December 2004.

(3)
The Multi-annual Financing Agreement (hereinafter referred to as “MAFA”) between the Commission acting on behalf of the Community and the Republic of Bulgaria, as last amended by the Annual Financing Agreement 2004 (hereinafter referred to as “AFA 2004”) between the Commission acting on behalf of the Community and the Republic of Bulgaria, has been concluded on 20 April 2001 and provides in Article 2 that the financial commitment of the Community shall be set out in Annual Financing Agreements.

(4)
Additional appropriations have been made available for the Programme. The Community financial commitment for the year 2004 for the execution of the Programme, and any amendments thereof, as established in AFA 2004, in the Republic of Bulgaria should, therefore, be amended.

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

Objective

This Agreement modifies the Annual Financing Agreement 2004.

Article 2

Amendment of Article 2 of AFA 2004

The amount provided for in Article 2 of AFA 2004 shall be replaced by € 68.010.000.

Article 3

Entry into Force

This Agreement shall enter into force on the date when both Contracting Parties have notified each other of the completion of all necessary formalities for its conclusion.

Article 4

Signature
This agreement shall be drawn up in duplicate in the English and in Bulgarian languages, each of these texts being authentic. However in the event of divergence between versions, the English shall prevail.

Done at Brussels and at Sofia, respectively, this ………. day of ………. in the year two thousand and five.

For the Commission of the European Communities:

……………………………….

José Manuel SILVA RODRÍGUEZ

Director General for Agriculture and

Rural Development

For the Republic of Bulgaria:

……………………………….                                          ……………………………...

Milen VELTCHEV



      Nihat KABIL
Minister of Finance



      Minister of Agriculture 

      and Forestry
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