AGREEMENT

on the co-operation

between

the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria 

and

the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Hungary

The Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Hungary (Hereinafter referred to as the Parties)

Confirming the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and of the Vienna Document 1999 of the negotiations on confidence- and security-building measures;
Considering, that the Republic of Hungary is a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, and the efforts of the Republic of Bulgaria in joining the European security structures, and that both countries participates in the "Partnership for Peace" programme;

Mindful of the necessity of the common efforts of the European countries aimed at the firming of confidence, the stability and security of the continent, and deriving from the efforts for the creation and maintenance of good relations between the countries;

Noting the changes occurred meanwhile in the armed forces of the two countries, and the new tasks faced thereto;

Noting that the Agreement on the co-operation between the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Hungary signed on 30 May 1991 at Sofia has terminated in accordance with the provisions laid in it;

have agreed in the followings:
Article 1

1.1.
The military co-operation of the Parties in the framework of this Agreement aiming at the purposes corresponding to the opportunities available to them will be executed on the basis of equal rights and mutual advantages.

1.2.
The provisions of the Agreement will be applied by the Parties in accordance with their national laws and regulations and the rules of international law.

1.3.
The military co-operation of the Parties shall not offend the interests of third countries.
Article 2

2.1.
The co-operation of the Parties is extended to the following areas:

2.1.1. international security and defence-policy;
2.1.2. military co-operation and the reform of the armed forces;

2.1.3. military education and training;

2.1.4. exchange of experiences on the participation in international peace-support operations;

2.1.5. military sciences and research;

2.1.6.
mutual acquaintance of defence-related laws and regulations;

2.1.7. material and technical related support of the armed forces;

2.1.8. military health issues;
2.1.9. cultural and sport events, tourism;

2.1.10. environment protection, in relation to pollution incurring from the activity of military units;

2.1.11. protection of information and documents, and information security;

2.1.12. exchange of experience on democratic control over armed forces;

2.1.13. exchange of experience on alternative service;

2.1.14. exchange of experience on the functioning of multinational military formations;

2.1.15. co-operation in the maintenance of historical military memorial places relating to one Party in the territory of the other Party including military cemeteries, museums, as well as the improvement of the legal environment thereof;

2.1.16. other areas of mutual interest. 

2.2.
The details of the execution of the different areas of co-operation, and the further areas of the military co-operation and the details thereof will be laid down in executive arrangements signed by the duly authorised representatives of the Parties.
Article 3

3.1 The co-operation of the Parties shall be executed in the following forms: 

3.1.1. visits and working meetings of the high level leaders of the Ministries of Defence of the two countries, and other official representatives of the Parties;

3.1.2. meetings of experts;
3.1.3. training in military educational institutions and professional up-grade training

3.1.4. conferences, meetings, seminars, exchange of experiences, consultations;

3.1.5. exchange of information, services and documents based on concrete arrangements;

3.1.6. participation of representatives in observer status of the Parties in military exercises;

3.1.7 cultural programmes.
3.1.8. other forms mutually agreed by the Parties.
Article 4

4.1.
In the basis of this Agreement the Parties elaborate an annual co-operation programme plan, which shall be signed each year until the 15th of December in one or the other of the countries - on a rotating basis - by the representatives mandated by the Parties.

4.2.
The co-operation programme plan shall contain the name of the programmes, the location and time of execution, the number of participants, and the form of execution.
Article 5

5.1.
The Parties shall settle the financial costs of programmes in the framework of this Agreement in accordance of the principle of reciprocity.

5.2.
The sending Party bears the travel cost related to the programme, and - if necessary - the cost of transportation of cargo to and from the location of the programme, as well as the daily allowance, the accident insurance, and expenses of returning home of the sick.

5.3.
The host Party bears the cost of accommodation, supply and services, the cost of cultural events and travel within its territory.

5.4.
Cost of accommodation and supply for delegations over 10 persons (especially orchestras, art-bands, sportsmen) will be borne by the sending Party, unless otherwise agreed through special arrangement between the Parties.

5.5.
The host Party provides in its own medical facilities the necessary medical supply, - including in- and out-patient treatment as well as dental treatment, - the cost of which is to be settled in accordance with the national laws and regulations and any relating international agreement in force.

5.6.
The provisions of this Agreement do not apply to those co-operative activities, the cost of which is to be borne and settled according to special arrangement by the Parties.

5.7.
Rules of financial processes and cost-bearing settlement especially determined for activities within the framework of "Partnership for Peace" programme and the framework of NATO shall be applied to such activities, and the provisions of this Agreement shall not be considered to be applicable.
Article 6

6.1.
The Parties will protect the information exchanged in the course of their co-operation in accordance with their national legislations.

6.2.
The information exchanged in the course of the cooperation may not be used to the detriment of the Party originating it.”

6.3.
In the execution of military co-operation the processes of providing mutual protection for classified information and documents are subject to special international agreement.
Article 7

7.1.
This Agreement is concluded for a period of five years and will come into force on the date of its signature. 

7.2.
This Agreement automatically remains valid for every next 5 years, unless six months prior to its expiration one of the Parties expresses the intention to repeal it.

7.3.
Any of the Parties may in writing unilaterally initiate to repeal the Agreement, in case of which it terminates six months after the notification on the intention of repeal.

7.4.
The Parties may by mutual consent modify or amend this Agreement, which shall be laid in special protocols. These protocols  after their signature shall be considered as inseparable parts of this Agreement.

7.5.
Any disputable question resulting from the interpretation or application of this Agreement will be settled through negotiations and consultations by the Parties.
Done in Budapest,....... of February 2003, in the English language, in two original copies.
..........................................

on behalf of the

Ministry of Defence of the

Republic of Hungary

..........................................
on behalf of the

Ministry of Defence of the

Republic of Bulgaria
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