DRAFT

A G R E E M E N T
BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
AND
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY

ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
The Ministry of Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Environment of the Kingdom of Norway hereinafter referred to as the "Parties",
Recognizing the significance of the sustainable development approach for the protection and improvement of the environment for health and welfare of the present and future generations,
Noting the importance of enhancing their bilateral cooperation for the fulfillment of the regional and global responsibilities of both Parties on environmental protection,
Aware of the fact that environmental pollution is of transboundary nature and its combating can be successful only in the conditions of close international cooperation,
Positive that close cooperation in the field of environmental protection is important for further development of international relationships, 
Have agreed as follows:
Article 1
The Parties shall develop and endorse cooperation in the field of environmental protection on the basis of equity and mutual benefit within the framework of relevant legislation of each Party. 
Article 2
Main areas of environmental cooperation shall be:
(a) Development and implementation of environmental policies, environmental  legislation and environmental management;
(b) Analysis of the state of the environment, as well as of factors that have an impact on the environment;
(c) Sustainable and effective use of energy, natural resources and renewable energy sources;
(d) Ambient air protection, ozone layer protection;

(e) Cooperation in the framework of the environmental multilateral agreements, signed by the both Parties, especially the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, signed on 05.06.1992 in Rio de Janeiro, the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, signed on 25.02. 1991 in Espoo, Finland and the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, signed on 25.06.1998 in Aarhus, Denmark;

(f) Water management, with special regard to water quality conservation;

(g) Waste management;
(h) Conservation of biological diversity, especially endangered animal and plant species, as well as protection of their habitats;
(i) Control and monitoring systems;
(k) Application of economic instruments for environmental management and protection;
(l) Operation and management of specialized environmental funds;

(m) Development and application of programs for environmental education and training, ecological practice and public information.
Article 3
The Parties shall cooperate on the items stated in Article 2 of this Agreement through:
(a) Development and implementation of joint programs and projects; 

(b) Exchange of information, data and experience; 
(c) Organization of joint meetings of experts and officials of the Parties on the issues covered by this Agreement;

(d) Organization of seminars and other meetings on topics of mutual interest to the Parties.
Article 4

The Parties shall support and encourage the collaboration between institutions, organizations and enterprises.

Within the framework of this Agreement Bulgarian and Norwegian enterprises, institutions or organizations can establish mutual programs and/or projects in the field of environmental protection.

Article 5
In order to ensure efficient implementation of the Agreement, the competent authorities of the Parties shall designate Coordinators.The Coordinators shall be responsible for arrangement and coordination of the activities under this Agreement.
Within one month from this Agreement’s entering into force, the heads of the competent authorities shall designate the Coordinators for each Party.   
Article 6
Either Party, by mutual agreement, may provide the results of their cooperation to third parties. During the exchange of information, the Parties shall take into account the provisions of the existing legislation, the rights of the third parties and international obligations undertaken.
Article 7

This Agreement shall not infringe the rights and obligations of the Parties under other international agreements concluded by them in the past.
Article 8

The Parties shall resolve by negotiations any disputes arising as a result of the interpretation and implementation of this Agreement. The Agreement may be modified or amended by a mutually written agreement by the Parties. Modifications and amendments shall enter into force according to Article 9.
Article 9
This Agreement shall enter into force on the day of its signature.

This Agreement is signed for a 5 years’ period and is automatically extended for the subsequent periods of 5 years, unless one of the Parties notifies in writing the other Party for their intention to terminate the Agreement, not later than 3 months before the end of the respective period.  
Signed in ………………. on ……………………… in two uniform originals, each in Bulgarian, Norwegian and English languages,all copies being equally authentic. In case of divergence the English text shall prevail.

FOR THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
FOR THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY 


