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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Programme for bilateral co-operation between the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management of the Netherlands in the field of road transport  infrastructure.

The Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management of the Netherlands, further referred to as signatories, desiring to develop scientific and technical co-operation between the two countries in the field of road transport infrastructure have come to the following understanding. 
Paragraph 1
The two signatories will maintain and enhance bilateral co-operation in order to exchange know-how to find solutions to problems arising from the increasing demand for transport infrastructure, caused by the growth in passenger mobility and especially the growing use of passenger road vehicles. The following methods of co-operation can take place under this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU):
· Exchange of technical and scientific information;

· Exchange of visits, both of special delegations and of individual experts, and researchers;

· Exchange of information concerning congresses, symposia and meetings organised by either of the signatories;

· Preparation and implementation of project studies and exchange of expertise conducted by experts from both sides;

· Exchange of periodicals, reviews, publications, video films and annual reports.

Paragraph 2

Within the framework of the growth in passenger mobility and the growing use of passenger road vehicles, among others the following items have been identified as areas of mutual interest:

· Harmonisation of Road Management Systems, including but not limited to inspection procedures and standards, data collection and registration, as well as financial planning and budgeting tools based on the systems developed by the Directorate-General of Public Works and Water Management (Rijkswaterstaat) through TISBO and Winfrabase. These systems can assist Road Executive Agency in justifying its internal budget as well as supporting requests for external financing through European pre-accession funds, especially the ISPA  programme; 

· Training on the aspects and procedures for application of ISPA funding;

· Possible assistance in all phases of implementation of ISPA projects;

· Exchange of experience in the field of organizational restructuring (formation of an Agency). 

Paragraph 3

Both signatories decide that if in the course of the co-operation new areas of mutual interest in the field of road transport infrastructure arise these can be incorporated into this Memorandum of Understanding by means of a mutual declaration.

Paragraph 4

In the course of realisation of the Memorandum of Understanding both signatories will encourage contacts between institutions and organisations dealing with road transport infrastructure issues in the two countries.

Paragraph 5

Conditions of the visits referred to in Paragraph 1 are:

· expenses incurred in travelling to meeting places must be met by the delegates themselves;

· the host country will bear the cost of living, local transport and hotel accommodation;

· both signatories can decide  by other means of financing additional allowance throughout the period of the visit. 

Paragraph 6

For the activities under this Memorandum of Understanding the signatories will develop a working programme for two-year periods, containing topics of co-operation and foreseen activities.

Paragraph 7

Supervision of execution of this Memorandum of Understanding will be performed in the Republic of Bulgaria by the Director-General of the Road Executive Agency to the Minister of Regional Development and Public Works and in the Netherlands by the Director-General of  Public Works and Water Management (Rijkswaterstaat) of the Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management. They will also arrange regular reviews on the state of affairs and on the achievements of the co-operation. For implementation of this Memorandum of Understanding representatives of both ministries will establish a joint working group. 
Paragraph 8
This Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect on the date of its signing and will continue to have effect for two years. It can be extended thereafter in joint decision by means of a mutual declaration added to this Memorandum of Understanding. 

This Memorandum of Understanding does not replace or effect any bilateral or multilateral agreements and conventions in force between the two signatories. 
Signed in ................. on ..................2004 in two original copies in the English language. 

The Minister of Regional Development and Public Works of the Republic of Bulgaria 
The Minister of Transport, Public Works and Water Management of the Netherlands

