
DRAFT

AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 

AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA

FOR CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELDS OF INFORMATION SOCIETY, TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND POSTAL SERVICES

The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, hereinafter referred to as ”the Parties”,

Desiring to develop the bilateral relations between the Republic of Bulgaria and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela,

Recognising that effective communications are an important factor for promoting those relations, as well as the economic and social development and welfare of the population of both countries,

Emphasising the common interest in establishing closer co-operation in the fields of the Information Society, telecommunications and postal services based on advantageous and equitable conditions,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

The postal and telecommunications connections between the Republic of Bulgaria and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela shall be based on the provisions of their respective national legislations, the recommendations and acts in force of the Universal Postal Union (UPU), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the present Agreement.

Article 2

The Parties shall take all the measures within their competence to continuously develop and improve the quality of the telecommunication and postal connections between the two countries and ensure their reliability.

Article 3

The Parties shall encourage the transit through their territory of the telecommunication and postal services and the radio and television programmes designated to or coming from third parties, under the most favourable conditions.

Article 4

4.1   The Parties shall carry out the co-operation by means of:


- Exchange of information and documentation.


- Bilateral consultations.


- Missions of experts and working groups.


- Other forms of co-operation as appropriate.

4.2   As a result of the activities provided for under this Agreement, proposals may be made for closer co-operation on definite issues.  For that purpose operation agreements/Memoranda of Understanding may be signed between the postal and telecommunication entities of the Parties.

Article 5

The Parties agree to co-operate in the preparation of positions and/or mutual support related to the participation in conferences and fora of specialised international organisations in the fields of the Information Society, telecommunications and postal services, whenever such co-operation is deemed necessary.

Article 6

The cooperation between the Parties shall be focused, without limitation, on the following main fields:

6.1. Drafting legislative acts in the fields of information society, telecommunications and postal services.

6.2. Establishing of market principles in the Information Society, telecommunications and postal services sectors, including liberalisation of the relevant services.

6.3. Information Society Development:

6.3.1. Technical and implementation aspects of e-Government, 

and the development of the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) infrastructure.

6.3.2. Software and hardware industries.

6.3.3. E-commerce and e-business.
6.3.4. Strategic alliances and/or joint marketing projects for the purpose of advancement into each other's respective markets.
6.3.5. Joint research ICT projects.
6.3.6. Capacity building and human resources development.
6.4. Other issues as mutually agreed.

Article 7

The Parties shall support and encourage the direct collaboration between the relevant entities of both Parties in the fields of Information Society, telecommunications and postal services.

Article 8

This Agreement shall not affect the rights and obligations of the Parties resulting from bilateral agreements with third parties or multilateral agreements enforced in the two countries.

Article 9

9.1 The competent authorities responsible for the implementation of this Agreement shall be:



- In the Republic of Bulgaria: the Ministry of Transport and Communications.


- In the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela: ………………… .

9.2  The Parties shall notify each other in due course of any change relating to those competent authorities.  
Article 10

For correspondence related to the implementation of the present Agreement the two Parties shall use the English language. 

Article 11

The Parties shall make their best efforts to resolve all the disputes arising from the interpretation and application of the present Agreement through direct negotiations and consultations.

Article 12

Each Party shall be obliged not to disclose the information acquired under this Agreement to a third party without the prior written consent of the Party from which it has originated.

Article 13

13.1   Any Party may propose amendments and/or supplements to the present Agreement in writing, which shall be subject to mutual agreement.

13.2      The amendments and/or supplements under the preceding Paragraph shall enter into force in accordance with Paragraph 1 of Article 14 of this Agreement.

Article 14

14.1  This Agreement shall enter into force from the date of its signature. 

14.2  This Agreement shall be valid for an indefinite period of time and each Party may denounce it in writing. In such a case the Agreement shall be terminated upon expiry of 6 months from the date of receipt of the diplomatic note by which the other Party has been notified of the act of denunciation.

Done on ……. 2004 at Caracas in two originals in English. 

	For the Government  

of the Republic of Bulgaria:

 Nikolay Vassilev

Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Transport 

and Communications
	For the Government 

of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela:

…………………………….




