AGREEMENT
between
the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria

and
the Government of the Republic of Turkey
on Scientifical and Technological Co-operation

The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the Republic of Turkey (hereinafter referred to as the “Contracting Parties”), recognising the importance of science and technology in the development of their national economies and wishing to strengthen and develop scientific and technological cooperation on the basis of equality and mutual benefit, have agreed as follows.   

Article 1
The Contracting Parties shall encourage and support the cooperation in the field of science and technology between their affiliated research entities on the basis of equality and mutual benefit, according to the provisions of this Agreement and the existing legislation and regulations of each country.
Article 2 
The co-operation shall have in particular the following forms:
a) Joint research and development projects in scientific, technological and innovation areas to be mutually agreed upon, including the exchange of their results;
       b) Joint participation in the E.U. Framework Programmes for research, technological development and demonstration, the European and Regional programmes and mutual opening of National programmes;
       c)   Exchange of scientists, specialists and researchers; 
      d)   Organization and participation in joint scientific meetings, conferences,    symposia, courses, workshops, exhibitions, etc.;

       e)   Exchange of scientific and technological information and documentation;

  f)  Joint use of research and development facilities and scientific equipment for the  realization of the projects on this Agreement;
            g)  Other forms of scientific and technological co-operation which may be mutually   agreed upon;
Article 3
a) For the purpose of implementing this Agreement, a Joint Committee, composed of an equal number of representatives of each Party, shall be established;

b) The tasks of the Joint Committee shall be as follows:

· Identifying the fields of cooperation on the basis of the information delivered by institutions of each country and the national policies in science and technology;

· Creating favourable conditions for the implementation of this Agreement;

· Facilitating implementation of joint programmes and projects;

· Exchange of experience, arising from the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation and examination of proposals for its further development; 
· Preparing the executive protocols, which will define rules and procedures for the execution and implementation of the cooperation.

c) The Joint Committee shall meet at least once every two years, unless otherwise agreed, alternately in the Republic of Bulgaria and in the Republic of Turkey on mutually convenient dates. Joint Committee may also operate by correspondence.
d) The Joint Committee may elaborate its own rules of procedure.
Article 4
The costs of the exchange of experts, scientists and other specialists, resulting from this Agreement, unless agreed upon separately, shall be covered on the following basis:
· The sending Party shall cover the international travel costs.

· The receiving Party shall cover the costs of trips within its territory, boarding and lodging, according to the regulations of each country.

Article 5

a) Scientific and technological results and any other information derived from the cooperation activities under this Agreement, shall be announced, published or commercially exploited with the consent of both cooperating partners and according to the international provisions concerning intellectual property rights.
b) Scientists, technical experts and institutions of third countries or international organizations may be invited, upon consent of both cooperating partners, to participate in projects and programmes being carried out under this Agreement. The cost of such participation shall normally be borne by the third countries, unless both sides agree otherwise in writing, and subject to available funds.
Article 6 

Any disputes related to the interpretation or implementation on this Agreement shall be settled through consultations within the Joint Committee or between the Parties. 

Article 7 

With respect to the co-operation activities established under this Agreement, each Party shall take, in accordance with its laws and regulations, all necessary measures to ensure the best possible conditions for their implementation.

Article 8
This Agreement shall not affect the validity or execution of any obligation arising from other international treaties or agreements concluded by either Party.
Article 9 
a) This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the receipt of the last notification through the Contracting Parties inform each other that the Agreement has been approved in accordance with the legal procedures in each state.
b) This Agreement shall remain in force for a period of five years and shall be renewed automatically for further periods of five years, unless it is not denunciated by one of the Contracting Parties through a written notification at least six months before the expiring date.
c) The termination of this Agreement shall not affect the projects or programmes undertaken under this Agreement and not fully executed at the time of the termination of this Agreement. 

Signed in…………….on……………in Bulgarian, Turkish and English, in two copies each, all being equally authentic. In case of difference of interpretation of the Agreement, the English text shall prevail. 

For the Government of

the Republic of Вulgaria

For the Government of

the Republic of  Turkey

