DRAFT

MEMORANDUM FOR COOPERATION

IN THE FIELD OF EURO-ATLANTIC INTEGRATION

between

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

and

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Taking note of the recent accession of the Republic of Bulgaria to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the strategic goal of the Republic of Croatia to join NATO in the near future, 

Departing from the traditionally friendly relations between the Parties and the existing co-opetation in areas of mutual interest,

Taking into consideration the strengthened political dialogue in the field of European integration and the Agreement on co-operation between the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of Croatia in the context of rapprochement and accession to the European Union, signed on 26 April 2004,

Determined to promote further development of bilateral relations and to strengthen the continuous co-operation in areas of mutual interest in the field of Euro-Atlantic integration,

Taking into consideration the participation of the Republic of Croatia in the NATO’s Membership Action Plan and the activities included in the Annual National Programme of the Republic of Croatia under NATO’s Membership Action Plan,

The Parties have agreed as follows: 

Article 1

The Parties shall be fully committed to promote mutual cooperation in the field of Euro-Atlantic integration aimed at support for future NATO membership of the Republic of Croatia. 

Article 2

The Parties shall work together with the aim to contribute to the continuation of NATO’s Open Door policy and to the implementation of the Annual National Programme of the Republic of Croatia under NATO’s Membership Action Plan.  This cooperation is carried out in the following areas: 

1. Regular consultations on issues of NATO’s Open Door policy, the Membership Action Plan, cooperation within the Vilnius Group, the Adriatic Charter, the Euro-Atlantic Partnership and other Euro-Atlantic and regional security issues of mutual interest.

2. Strengthening the institutional arrangements for national coordination on issues of Euro-Atlantic integration.

3. Enhancing the administrative capacity and training of national personnel for the purposes of the Euro-Atlantic integration and for participation in NATO structures and activities. 

4. Improving the national legislation in the field of security and defence according to the NATO standards and requirements.

5. Development of the armed forces on the basis of the respective Strategic Defence Reviews of both Parties and increasing the interoperability of the armed forces of the Republic of Croatia with those of the Allies. 

6. Informing the general public on international security and NATO-related issues, as well on the rights, responsibilities and obligations stemming from NATO membership. 

7. Encouraging cooperation among relevant NGOs. 

Article 3

The Parties shall cooperate in the areas defined in Article 2, using the following means and methods in their realization:

1. Exchange of information and experience, and enhancement of cooperation between the Parties in the field of  Euro-Atlantic integration; 

2. Organization of joint events: meetings, conferences, round tables, and other forums with participation of experts and officials from both Parties;

3. Training through organizing seminars, courses and internships on Euro-Atlantic integration issues and encouraging participation of experts from each Party in international and national seminars and courses organized by the other Party;

4. Developing joint initiatives, 

5. Exchange of experts in sectors of mutual interest, having in mind the available resources of both Parties;

6. Conducting joint exercises of units of the armed forces, and of other security and civil protection forces and agencies; 

7. Establishment of a Steering Group for the implementation of this Memorandum for Cooperation. 

Article 4

The Parties shall make all efforts to provide financial resources from their national budgets and to gain financial support from international sources for the realization of the cooperation envisaged in the Memorandum.

Article 5

The Parties may develop annual Plans for the implementation of this Memorandum.

Article 6

Each Party may present the results of the mutual cooperation to a third Party with the mutual agreement of both Parties and in accordance with the provisions of the existing legislation.

Article 7

Nothing in this Memorandum shall prejudice other existing or future agreements concluded between the Parties. This Memorandum does not affect the rights and obligations of the Parties under any international agreement. The implementation of the Memorandum will be carried out by either Party in conformity with its national legal and administrative provisions, and within its competence and available resources.  

Article 8

This Memorandum shall enter into force on the date of its signature. 

Article 9

The Memorandum shall remain into force for a period of three years and may be renewed thereafter. 

Article 10

Amendments can be made with mutual written agreement of the Parties.

Article 11

After the expiration of the term of this Memorandum its provisions shall continue to apply with respect to ongoing projects and contracts until their completion, unless otherwise agreed by the Parties. 

Article 12

This Memorandum is drawn up in two original texts, each in the Bulgarian, Croatian, and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of disagreement on the interpretation the English text shall prevail. 

Signed on………2004 in ………., Republic of ………….


For the Government 




For the Government


of the Republic of Bulgaria



of the Republic of Croatia

