
AGREEMENT ON CO-OPERATION 

BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA AND REPUBLIC OF CROATIA IN THE CONTEXT OF RAPPROCHEMENT AND ACCESSION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
The Republic of Bulgaria and Republic of Croatia, hereinafter referred to as Contracting Parties,

DEPARTING FROM the strategic objective of the Contracting Parties to become members of the European Union;


TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION European Agreement establishing an Association between the European Communities and their Member States of the one part, and the Republic of Bulgaria, of the other part, signed on 8 March 1993, as well as the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between Republic of Croatia and the European Communities and their Member States, signed in Luxembourg on 29 October 2001; 

STRESSING the significance of the individual approach in evaluating the fulfilling of the Copenhagen criteria towards membership in the European Union, as well as subsequent relevant conclusions and decisions of the European Council;


AWARE OF the importance of bilateral co-operation for achieving the goals set within a number of regional initiatives and the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe, as important complementary elements in the process of rapprochement to the European Union;

DETERMINED to go on promoting their friendly relations and to strengthen the existing co-operation in all areas of mutual interest, particularly in economy, trade, judiciary and internal affairs, as well as culture, education, science and environmental protection;


DETERMINED to co-operate with each other with a view to accelerating the process of institutional adjustments and to facilitate the adoption of legislation and other standards of the European Union in their legal systems;


DETERMINED to work together on the attainment of a lasting peace, stability and economic development in the region and aware of the importance of contributing to regional co-operation among the countries of Central and South-Eastern Europe;


DESIREOUS OF contributing to the creation and development of a united Europe where human rights and fundamental freedoms, including rights of persons belonging to minorities and the principles of democracy and the rule of law, will be respected;


AWARE of the importance of political, democratic, economic, legislative and institutional reforms that ensure stability, economic prosperity and gradual integration of Central and South-Eastern Europe into the European Union;


DESIREOUS OF improving their regular political dialogue on bilateral and multilateral issues of mutual interest, with special emphasis on co-operation leading to integration into European Union;


TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION all bilateral agreements signed between the Contracting Parties, as well as the established forms of consultation, dialogue and co-operation;


RECALLING Article 72(4) of the European Agreement establishing an Association between the European Communities and their Member States of the one part, and the Republic of Bulgaria, of the other part, as well as Article 14 of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the Republic of Croatia and the European Communities and their Member States;
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1


The Contracting Parties agree to strengthen and promote co-operation in the process of their individual rapprochement and accession to the European Union.

Article 2


The Contracting Parties undertake to support each other and to promote their mutual interests within international organisations of which either of them is not a member.

Article 3


Pursuant to the Protocol on Co-operation between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Croatia, the Contracting Parties will strengthen the political dialogue, which will be conducted through:

· regular annual meetings of Ministers of Foreign Affairs aimed to discussing the most important issues of mutual co-operation, especially questions concerning the integration of the Contracting Parties into the European Union;

· meetings of the representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs on different levels;

· meetings of joint committee composed of the representatives of the two Ministries of Foreign Affairs tasked to follow the implementation of this Agreement and prepare the meetings of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs;

· Meetings of joint working groups, set up to discuss a specific issues.


The Contracting Parties will take full advantage of all diplomatic channels, including appropriate contacts in third countries and within the United Nations, OSCE, Council of Europe and other international forums.

Article 4

Political dialogue may also take place within a regional and multilateral framework like the Central European Initiative, Danube Co-operation Process, South Europe Cooperation Process, the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe etc.

Article 5


The following issues shall be considered through the political dialogue:

· issues of bilateral interest;

· issues of common regional interest;

· issues of common interest within the enlargement of the EU;

· issues relevant for peace and stability in the region;

· and other issues of mutual interest.
Article 6


The Contracting Parties shall encourage regular co-operation between Parliaments, particularly their Foreign Policy and the European Integration Committees.

Article 7


The Contracting Parties agree to strengthen co-operation in all areas of mutual interest, especially in the economy and trade (industry, agriculture, tourism, shipbuilding, transport, maritime affairs, postal services, telecommunications, energy sector, water resources management, development of small and medium size enterprises); realisation of the main infrastructure projects in South-Eastern Europe; flow of labour and capital, the exercise of the rights to establishment, protection of environment, provision of services; harmonisation of domestic legislation with acquis communautaire, as well as the judiciary (reinforcement of the rule of law) and internal affairs (co-operation in combating drugs abuse, terrorism, smuggling, organised crime, co-operation in the field of asylum, migrations and readmission). 

In connection with paragraph 1. the Contracting Parties shall consult each other and shall exchange between the competent ministries:

· information on legislation and practice;

· practical experience;

· experts;

· technical and administrative assistance;

· other useful forms of co-operation.


Where appropriate, line ministries will establish a more structured co-operation.

Article 8

The Contracting Parties shall strengthen dialog on expert level, within the rapprochement and accession to the European union through:

· regular annual meetings of ministers of European integration, with the aim to discuss the most important issues of mutual cooperation, especially regarding integration of the Contracting Parties in the European Union,

· meetings of public administration representatives of both countries, on different levels.

Article 9

The Contracting Parties shall encourage co-operation between their local and regional authorities, especially with a view to reducing local and regional development disparities.

This co-operation shall be based on the principle of subsidiarity and the practice of interregional co-operation in Europe, with emphasis on economic development and improvement of business co-operation, innovation and transfer of technology; modernisation of border management, development of infrastructure; environmental protection; cultural, and educational and scientific exchange.

Article 10


The Contracting Parties shall, as provided in Article 72(4) of the European Agreement establishing an Association between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Bulgaria, of the other part and Articles 11 and 14 of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the Republic of Croatia and the European Communities and their Member States, keep the European Union informed about their co-operation.

Article 11


This Agreement is concluded for an indefinite period of time.


Either Contracting Party may denounce this Agreement by informing the other Contracting Party, through diplomatic channels, at least six (6) months in advance.

Article 12


This Agreement shall enter into force on the day of receipt of the second diplomatic notice, which the Contracting Parties have notified each other, through diplomatic channels, that the procedures in accordance with their respective national legislation for its entry into force have been completed.

Article 13

This Agreement is adjusted to the rights and obligations arising from treaties in force between the Contracting Parties and does not impede the implementation of those rights and obligations.

Done at ……………………… on ……………………. in two originals, each in the Bulgarian, Croatian, and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of any divergence in interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

	For the Republic of Bulgaria

	
	For the Republic of Croatia



1
4

