AGREEMENT 
between

the Ministry of Environment and Water of 
the Republic of Bulgaria

and

the Ministry of Environment and Water Management of Romania 

on Cooperation in the Field of Water Management

The Ministry of Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Environment and Water Management of Romania (hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”),

Recognizing that water management problems are of cross-border nature and require international cooperation at bilateral, regional and global level, through implementation of both bilateral and multilateral agreements and that cooperation between competent national authorities can be of mutual benefit,

Recognizing the significance of sustainable development approach for the protection and improvement of the environment, as well as for the health and well-being of the present and future generations,

Considering the fact that territories of their States lie in the catchments area of the Danube River and the Black Sea basin,

Having in mind the fact that both States are Parties to the Convention on Cooperation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube River, signed in Sofia, 29 June 1994, the Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution, signed in Bucharest, 21 April 1992, the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, signed in Helsinki, 18 March 1992, the Convention between the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of Romania on Cooperation for the Protection of the Environment, signed in Sofia, 9 December 1991, and the Convention on Navigation Regime on the Danube River, signed in Belgrade, 18 August 1948,
Following the provisions of Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy (hereinafter referred to as “the Water Framework Directive”), in effect since 22 December 2000,  

Wishing to strengthen the cooperation in the framework of relevant international conventions and other agreements to which the Parties or their States are party and in conformity with the final documents of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg, 2002) and the Fifth Pan-European Conference “Environment for Europe” (Kiev, 2003),

Recognizing the need for closer scientific and technical cooperation in the field of water management,

Convinced that close cooperation in the above mentioned field and mutual efforts for achieving a “good status” of waters can provide an important contribution to the development of the relations between the two states, and benefits to the wider international basins that both states are part of,

Decided to encourage and develop the cooperation between the two states in the field of water management,

Have agreed upon the following:

Article 1 

The Parties shall develop and promote, on the basis of equality, reciprocity and mutual benefit, cooperation in the field of water management.

Article 2

Main areas of cooperation shall be:

a. Water management, in particular the provisions of the Water Framework Directive;

b. Integrated coastal zone management;

c. Protection of water resources quality, the treatment of urban and industrial wastewaters;

d. Impact assessment of socio-economic activities on water resources;
e. Use of economic instruments in the field of water resources management;
f. Implementation of regional and international conventions and agreements on use and protection of watercourses to which both the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania are Parties;
g. Scientific research and design necessary for developing the quantitative and qualitative aspects of water management.

Article 3

The Parties shall cooperate in the following forms:

a. Coordination and implementation of joint activities following the provisions of the Water Framework Directive;

b. Exchange of monitoring data of mutual interest to both Parties;

c. Exchange of information and experience regarding urban and industrial wastewater treatment;

d. Development of common programmes and projects for the implementation of regional and international conventions and agreements on use and protection of watercourses to which the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania are Parties;

e. Exchange of information and experience on assessment of the impact of socio-economic activities on water and on the use of economic instruments in the field of water management;

f. Organization of meetings, conferences, workshops, symposia and exhibitions;

g. Training and exchange of experts, scientific researchers and representatives of non- governmental organizations with relevant activity in the area of water management;

h. Exchange of available scientific and technical data and information, as well as relevant results on water management related issues in which both Parties are interested;

i. Joint scientific-technical research and elaboration of common projects, necessary for integrated water management both in quantitative and qualitative aspects;

j. Any other form of cooperation deemed necessary by the Parties.

Article 4

1. 
The Parties, acting within their competence and in compliance with their specific national legislation shall assist in establishing direct relations between other interested institutions to initiate and implement joint programmes and/or projects in the field of water management.

2. 
The institutions involved in each programme and/or project shall agree upon terms and conditions thereof.

Article 5

1.
In order to implement the provisions of the present Agreement, a Joint Commission on Water Management (hereinafter referred to as “the Joint Commission”) composed by representatives of the two Parties shall be established.

2.
Within 30 days of the entry into force of the present Agreement, the Parties shall notify each other of the name of their chairman of the Joint Commission and its members.

3.
Each Party may nominate a substitute of its chairman at any time upon written notice to the other Party.

4.
The Joint Commission shall agree Annual Working Programmes, which shall specify the areas, and actions agreed upon under the present Agreement. 

5.
Meetings of the Joint Commission regarding the implementation status of the Annual Working Programme shall be organized annually. Unless otherwise agreed, these meetings shall be organized alternatively in the Republic of Bulgaria and in Romania.

6.
Following a written consent by either Party in response to a request by the other Party extraordinary meetings of the Joint Commission shall be held. The extraordinary meeting will be organized by the requesting Party.

7.
The Joint Commission shall establish Working Groups for carrying out the Annual Working Programmes. The Working Groups shall present to the Joint Commission reports on the progress of the work and results obtained.

8.
Meetings of the Joint Commission shall be conducted in the English language, unless otherwise agreed. The English language shall be the working language for communication between representatives of the two Parties involved in the implementation of activities under the present Agreement.
Article 6

1.
The sending Party shall cover the accommodation, the external traveling costs and daily allowances of its Joint Commission members and of experts participating in the implementation of the Annual Working Programme or in other actions agreed upon within the framework of this Agreement, unless otherwise agreed.

2.
The hosting Party shall cover the cost of local transport in the hosting country.

Article 7

The present Agreement shall not be interpreted so as to prejudice the rights and obligations of the Parties, which result from other agreements and conventions in force concluded by each of the two Parties or their States under international law.

Article 8

Any divergence that may arise from the interpretation or implementation of the present Agreement shall be solved by consultations between the Parties.

Article 9

1. 
The Agreement shall enter into force on the date following the date of the receipt of the last written notification by which the Parties inform each other that their national legal requirements for its entry into force have been completed.

2. 
The Agreement shall be concluded for a period of five years, afterwards its validity shall be automatically extended for further periods of five years. Any of the Parties has the right to denounce the present Agreement, at any time, by a written notification addressed to the other Party. The Agreement shall cease its validity in three months from the date of the receipt of the denunciation notification.

3. 
The Agreement may be supplemented or amended upon the mutual consent of the Parties. These modifications shall be concluded as Protocols to the present Agreement and shall constitute integral parts thereof. These amendments shall enter into force under the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article.

Signed at ………………… on ………………..………….. in two original copies, each of them in Bulgarian, Romanian and English languages, all the texts being equally authentic. The English version shall prevail in case of divergence of interpretation.

	For 
the Ministry of Environment

and Water of 
the Republic of Bulgaria


	For 
the Ministry of Environment

and Water Management of
Romania
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