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2005

A
PROJECTS RELATED TO CITIZENS’ PARTICIPATION

1 Support to Associations and Partnerships Phase V

Duration: 01.01.2003 - 31.12.2005
Amount: CHF 1’900’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification 7F.00120.04 / 05

1.1
Support to Balkan Assist  (BA) Association (Sofia), an Association established in June 2000  for the promotion of citizens’ participation. The objective of Switzerland’s support is i) to contribute to strengthen BA as a independent Bulgarian Association; ii) to improve BA performance in supporting and promoting Citizens participation; iii) to implement projects presented for financing; iv) to implement projects that emerged from the citizens and NGOs and v) to encourage BA in broadening its paying members base, towards rooting the Association in the Bulgarian society.

Swiss Partner : Canton of Bern; Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland

1.2
Support to 3 Stara Planina Associations (Gabrovo); namely Regional Association of Hospitals, Regional Association of Municipalities (in collaboration with the Foundation for Local Government Reform) and the Regional Tourist Association. The three Associations were established between 1996 and 1997 under the initiative of Swiss and Bulgarian Citizens. The objective of Switzerland’s support is i) to contribute establishing each association as an independent non-for–profit organisation of public benefit capable to serve the interest members; ii) to enable them to implement activities and projects that are relevant for their members and useful for the population. 

Bulgarian partners: Municipalities, Hospitals, Local Tourist Associations, schools and other NGOs in Antonovo, Apriltzi, Dryanovo, Elena, Etropole, Gabrovo, Gorna Orjahovitsa, Kazanlak, Letnitsa, Lovech, Lukovit, Sevlievo, Teteven, Troyan, Tryavna and Yablanitza. 

Swiss partners: Municipalities, Hospitals Groups, schools and other structures in Berner Oberland (Biel, Brienz, Frutigen, Interlaken, Kandersteg, Ostermundigen, Thun, and Zweisimmen); Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland

1.3
Partnerships between Swiss and Bulgarian Municipalities and Institutions. Swiss Municipalities and Institutions that are establishing contacts and agree to co-operate with counterpart institutions in Bulgaria can mobilise federal contributions for implementing activities in priority sectors for their partnerships. Balkan Assist Association and the three Stara Planina Associations above are supporting and facilitating these partnerships, which are as follows: Thun – Gabrovo; Brienz – Tryavna; Zweisimmen – Apriltzi; Ostermundigen / Kandersteg – Troyan; Biel – Sevlievo. Other partnerships may be considered depending on opportunities.

2 Community Forums

Duration: Phase II: 01.04.2002 – 30.06.2005;  Phase III: 01.01.2005 – 31.12.2007
Amount: Phase II: CHF 3’440’000;  Phase III: CHF 3'100'000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-01150.03 / 04

Support to the organisation of Citizen Forums
This support is the continuation of the action launched in 2000 (7F-01150.01/02) including the financial support for projects (7F-00120.04).The main objective of the project is to consolidate citizen’s participation and mobilise municipalities’ development resources and initiatives, in order to promote a more pluralist vision and a multidimensional strategy through public meeting of citizens (Forum). Through the Forums, projects of relevance for the community are being formulated. Twice a year, Municipalities and NGOs of various districts of Bulgaria are invited to express their interest to run a set of forums. Municipalities and NGOs selected will get managerial and financial supports to organise forum sessions and to finance projects.

With the new phase III, forums are also organised at inter-municipality-, regional- and national level. Moreover new specific topics are also eligible for discussion such as rural development, municipal, regional and development plan, national strategy for education. The Programme responds exclusively to Bulgarian Institutions' requests.

Bulgarian partners (with on going activities): Municipalities of Troyan, Lovech and Yablanitza from Lovech District; Municipality of Dryanovo from Gabrovo District; Municipalities of Svishtov, Pavlikeni from Veliko Turnovo District; Municipalities of Targovishte, Popovo, Antonovo from Targovishte District; Municipalities of Tzar Kaloyan and Razgrad from Razgrad District, Municipality of Novi Pazar from Shumen District, District of Izgrev with ASDE Association from Municipality of Sofia. Regional Environmental Center for CEE, Sofia and municipality of Belogradchik; Partnership for Sustainable Development Foundation, Lom, and municipality of Lom; Municipality of Silistra; Trakiya Regional Association of Municipalities, Stara Zagora, and municipality of Boliarovo; National Alliance for Work with volunteers Foundation, Plovdiv, and District Severen, Plovdiv; Center for Sustainable Development of Municipality of Teteven and municipality of Teteven; Trakiya Regional Association of Municipalities, Stara Zagora, and municipality of Gourkovo; Georgi Minchev Youth Community Center, Sofia, with District Iskar, Sofia; NGO Center, Chepelare, and municipality of Chepelare; St. Kozma and Damyan Foundation, Veliko Turnovo, Agency for Economic Analysis and Forecasting from MoF (Consensus Fora on Operational Programs Priorities); “Knowledge” Association, Lovech; Business Center, Svishtov; Non-for Profit Organizations Club, Targovishte.

About 10 other Municipalities, communities, NGOs will join the programme in 2005.

The programme is implemented with the support of various Bulgarian consultants; support by Balkan Assist Association, Foundation for Local Government Reform, IC-Industrieconsult Ltd, Bulgarian Donors' Forum. 

Swiss partners: LBL, Tulum LTD; Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

B
PROJECTS RELATED TO SUSTAINABLE NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

3 Support to Sustainable Agriculture in Bulgaria (SOAP)

Duration: 01.07.2004 - 31.12.2007
Amount : CHF 1’070’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F.00119.03/ 7F.00119.04

The goals of the project are to enable Organic Agriculture partnership in Bulgaria to contribute to reaching a market share of 10% for organic products in Bulgaria, to establish a marketing chain including production, processing, distribution and consumer organizations, to lobbying and consulting for policy support, and thus to generating incomes in rural areas of Bulgaria. The project will provide support to Bulgarian Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in developing the National Plan for Organic Agriculture.

Bulgarian partners: Bulgarian Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Foundation for Organic Agriculture “BIOSELENA”, BioBulgaria Co-operative, Ecofarm Association", Agricultural University Plovdiv.

Swiss partners: Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland

4 Rare Indigenous Breeds Project (RIB) Phase II

Duration: 01.07.2004 - 30.06.2007
Amount : CHF 275'000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F.01757.02

The Project aims at contributing to the conservation of diversity among rare indigenous breeds in Bulgaria. In this respect the project will contribute to the preservation of four threatened indigenous breeds (Karakachan Sheep, Copper-red Schumen Sheep, Bulgarian Grey Cattle and Rhodopes Short-Horned Cattle) while making RIB breeding attractive to farmers and supported by the state and the public. Specific objectives of the phase are: i) Association for Breeding Indigenous Breeds (ABIB) is functional and, supported by the state and other key stakeholders, implements effective breeds reproductive programmes; ii) Increased number of RIB breeders are capable to introduce rare breeds within feasible production systems; iii) Biological and institutional prerequisites for effective preservation of rare breeds are set and put into practice; iv) Public awareness on RIB preservation becomes evident through a demonstrated support to the project and ABIB. The project is implemented by Foundation for Organic Agriculture “BIOSELENA” under Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Switzerland and the Government of Bulgaria.

Bulgarian partners: Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, Association for Breeding Indigenous Breeds (ABIB), Foundation for Organic Agriculture “BIOSELENA”.

Swiss Partner: Markus Luthi, advisor; Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

5 SDC support to Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation 

Duration: 01.01.2005 - 31.12.2007
Amount: CHF 1’320’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F.0014.05

The overall goal of this programme is to contribute to the effective management of Bulgaria's biodiversity, within and outside the boundaries of protected areas, trough positioning BBF as capable broker in this field. Specific objectives are: i) Elaborating mechanisms for mainstreaming tangible biodiversity topics in two priority development sectors: tourism and transport; ii) Stimulating effective stakeholders' participation in biodiversity management, in and outside protected areas, in 3 geographic regions – Northern Black Sea Coast, Southern Black Sea Coast and Strandja, Pirin and adjacent mountains; iii) Promoting innovative public-private partnership for pro-biodiversity businesses.

Support to initiatives of National importance like development of EU Natura 2000 Network and biodiversity Clearing House mechanism is foreseen under clear commitment from the respective public authorities.

Bulgarian partners: Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation, Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Waters, NGOs active in the field of nature conservation. 

Swiss partner: Peter Hislaire, advisor; Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland

6 Bulgarian Swiss Forestry Programme Phase III - (BSFP III)

Duration: 01.05.2004 - 30.04.2007
Amount: CHF 2’145’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-00121.03

The Programme goal is to support the Forestry sector in Bulgaria in achieving a balance between the ecological, economic and social functions of the forests by applying sustainable and close to nature management patterns. BSFP is a multi-partnership Programme that supports different aspects of forest reform in the country. In its third phase, BSFP will peruse the following objectives: i) Support the National Forestry Agenda through targeted capacity strengthening of the National Forestry Board and other forest stakeholders to pursue reforms in the forest sector; ii) 
To promote Multi-Functional Forestry Planning and Management. The Programme is also involved with mandates related to the National Forestry Policy and Strategy Development. BSFP is executed by the Bulgarian-registered Foundation “Sylvica”. The Programme is executed under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Switzerland and the Government of Bulgaria.

Bulgarian partners: Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, National Forestry Board, 

Swiss partners: Intercooperation, Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland. 

C
PROJECTS RELATED TO ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT

7 Support to SMEs (small and medium-sized enterprises)

Duration: 01.01.2005 - 31.12.2006;  (additional component under preparation)
Amount: CHF 85’000;  (additional amount foreseen: CHF 100'000)
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-00116.06

The programme aims at: :i) support the development of rural-based Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs) dealing with food processing and services to agriculture through training and provision of Business Development Services (BDS) and ii) support the consolidation of Business Development Service (BDS) providers with the purpose to become sustainable and competitive organisations providing services that better respond to the enterprises’ needs.

Another objective consists in the support to rural-based MSEs in formulating their business plan and credit application.

Bulgarian partners: FAEL Foundation and other potential Business Development Service (BDS) providers and the MSEs that the BDS providers is addressing.

Swiss partners: Various consultant companies; Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.
8 Collateral Facility for MSEs and Organic Farmers - (CF) 

Duration: 01.01.2003 - 31.12.2005
Amount: CHF 1’120’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-01147.02
This project  was previously named "Lending Programme for SMEs and Organic Farmers"; and is renamed as per above title. In 1999 SDC constituted a Revolving Fund for providing collateral warranties in favour of Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs) in rural areas and to Farmers shifting to Organic agriculture, mainly in the Central Balkan Region.

The purpose of the project is to enable “marginally bankable”, but economically sound and sustainable exploitations to have an access to Bank credit through the constitution of a Revolving Fund as a collateral warrant, deposited at Bulgarian Banks. The overall objective of this Fund is to demonstrate that through adequate mechanisms, rural MSEs and organic farmers are presenting a limited risk for the Bankers, thus are eligible for obtaining loans.
Ultimately, this programme aims at encouraging Bankers to be more opened in approving such credits under market conditions. Switzerland has established a Fund of CHF 1,500’000 which can be mobilised to serve as collateral for those applicants found eligible, according to strict criteria.

Bulgarian partners: United Bulgarian Bank, Hebros Bank Plc, ProCredit Bank Plc, BIOSELENA Foundation, FAEL Foundation, Association “National Business Development Network” within UNDP Jobs Programme, and other potential Banks and Business Development service providers.
Swiss partner: the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

9 Biological Certification

Duration: 01.01.2003 – 31.12.2007
Amount: 995’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: seco-Balkan Biocert

The project has the following objectives: i) to support the set up of a private Bulgarian organic certification agency, which shall be operating independently by the end of 2007; ii) to offer Bulgarian farmers cost-efficient and credible inspection and certification services, thus facilitating their access to export and domestic markets; iii) enable the Bulgarian agricultural sector to benefit from the increasing demand for organic products on the international market. 

Bulgarian partners: Balkan Biocert Ltd., Foundation “BIOSELENA”. 

Swiss Partners: Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), IMO (Institute for Market Ecology), the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

D
PROJECTS RELATED TO HEALTH AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

10 Improvement of Hospital Care - (H+)

Duration: 01.04.2004-31.03.2007
Amount allocated for Bulgaria : CHF 1'035'000
Switzerland Contribution Identification : 7F-00004.06

The objective of this contribution is to support partnerships that are established between Swiss and Bulgarian Hospitals and clinics, upon their own initiative. Activities are consisting in transfer of know-how and improvement of medical equipment. This project is co-financed by SDC and by the respective Swiss hospital.
Bulgarian partners: are the hospitals in Dobritch, Lom, Balcik, Hospital for Pulmonary diseases in Burgas, university hospital and psychiatric university clinic in Varna, psychiatric clinic in Tzerova Koria, Association of Bulgarian Hospital, Varna 

Swiss partners: the Cantonal Hospitals Schaffhausen, Zug and St.Gall; Clinic Sonnenhalden,Riehen, Liestal Psychiatric Clinic; Wetzikon Regional Hospital; University Hospital Insel, Bern and the H+ Swiss Hospital Association and the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

11 Treatment of Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI)

Duration: 01.04.2003 – 31.03.2005;
Amount: CHF 550'000;

Next phase under preparation 01.04.2005-31.03.2007

Planned, but not yet approved  CHF 170’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-00873.02-03

The purpose of the project is to reduce the cost of the treatment, increase patient compliance, reduce unnecessary testing and hospitalisation, increase the coverage and maintain the efficiency of the treatments. The main objective of the project is to improve the condition of the patient and to take care of their dignity in particular by preserving the privacy of the patients treated, through establishing a well functioning centre for the management of STIs (Centre for Sexual Health-University Clinic "Maichin Dom").

Bulgarian partners: Ministry of Health, University Medical Academy, Non-Governmental Organisations active in the field of STI Prevention and Control; "Health without Border" (to be renamed in 2005). 

Swiss partners: Médecins sans Frontières-Suisse, the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

12 Support to the National Programme for the Fight Against Tuberculosis - (NTBP)

Duration : 01.01.2004 –31.12.2005 
Amount : CHF 187’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F - 00874.03

This project aims to continue supporting the National Anti-TB Programme and to contribute to the reorganisation of the management of tuberculosis in Bulgaria and make it compatible with the WHO protocols (DOTS strategy) in different regions of Bulgaria. 

Bulgarian partners: Ministry of Health, National TB Programme, National Centre for Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, Specialised TB Hospitals, TB Dispensaries and Hospital Laboratories. 

Swiss partners: Swiss Lung Association and the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

13 Improvement of Hospital Hygiene and Infections Prevention - (BSHHP)

Duration: 01.01.2005 - 31.12.2007
Amount :CHF 2’500’000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F - 00161.03

This project aims at harmonise the practical standards for epidemiologic prevention and control in Bulgaria with the standards that are in use in industrialised countries. In the long term, the programme should contribute not only to a substantial decrease in nosocomial infection rates, but also to a qualitative improvement of the services provided by the Bulgarian healthcare system in general. The project is executed under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Switzerland and the Government of Bulgaria.

The “HYGIA– Bulgarian Swiss Hospital Hygiene Programme” Association is in charge of the co-ordination and implementation of the programme.

Bulgarian partner: Ministry of Health, National Centre for Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, Medical College in Sofia, Medical Universities, Model hospitals, HYGIA association. 

Swiss Partner: Swiss Red Cross and the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.
14 Support to Trade Unions and Social Dialogue Phase IV - (TUSD)

Duration: 01.05.2003 – 30.04.2005
Amount: 630’000

Next phase under preparation 01.04.2005-31.12.2007
Amount: 570’000 
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-00122.04-05

This programme aims I) at supporting the Bulgarian Trade-Unions; ii) promoting social dialogue; and iii) re-qualifying redundant workers. The project has the purpose to enhance the knowledge, procedures  and services within the Bulgarian world of labour, by facilitating Unions and employers in their abilities to seeking for modi vivendi in their relations, to deepen the knowledge on labour related issue within the membership of the union structures and to deliver active labour market services for unemployed persons in selected regions. Comp'Act-Partner for Projects is in charge of the coordination of the project in Bulgaria.

Bulgarian partners: National Union and their Branches of Federation “Podkrepa“, National and Branches Union Federation CITUB, National Employment Service, Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Bulgarian Industrial Association. 

Swiss partners: Swiss Trade Unions Confederation, Swiss Labour Assistance (SLA) and the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

15 Hospital Management Programme - (HMP)

Duration: 01.09.2002 – 31.08.2005
Amount: CHF 990’000

Next phase 1.9.2005 – 30.06.2007 under preparation
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-01859.02

The project aims at facilitating the transition from a centralised to a decentralised way of hospital management through conducting and spreading training programmes on several levels. The ongoing health reform is requiring a specific know-how to complete this transition. The main objectives of the Hospital Management Project are : 1) To train the trainers; 2) To develop a decentralised training courses for the specialised staff of the regional hospitals; 3) To develop and support 3 training centres in Sofia, Veliko Tarnovo and Varna; 4) Related to the training courses, to establish pedagogical materials on each theme in Bulgarian language. The Programme is executed under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Switzerland and the Government of Bulgaria.

Bulgarian partners: Ministry of Health, National Centre for Public Health.

Swiss partners: Sezione Sanitaria del Cantone Ticino, the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

16 Support to the National Programme for Social Adaptation and Professional Integration of the Young People Leaving the Institutions - (CLIP) 

Duration: 01.03.2003 – 31.12.2006
Amount: CHF 2’170’000
Switzerland Contribution: 7F-02168.02

The project aims at supporting the reform on Children Welfare and more particularly addresses the social and professional integration of the Youth leaving Institutions, as well as training of the care-givers of 4 institutions and the social workers of the respective Municipal Services for Social Assistance in Veliko Turnovo, Sevlievo and Lovech. The International Social Service-Bulgaria Foundation is in charge of the co-ordination and implementation of the project in Bulgaria. The CLIP is executed under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Switzerland and the Government of Bulgaria.

Bulgarian partners: Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, Ministry of Education and Science; Institutions in Lovech, Sevlievo and Veliko Turnovo, Municipalities of Veliko Turnovo, Sevlievo and Lovech; International Social Service Bulgaria Foundation, Veliko Turnovo. 

Swiss partners: International Social Service-Geneva, the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland in Bulgaria.

E
PROJECTS RELATED TO CULTURE AND EDUCATION/TRAINING

17 Programme for Support to Culture in Central and Eastern Europe

Duration: 01.01.2005 - 31.12.2005
Amount allocated for Bulgaria: CH 300’000 
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-00007.09

As part of a programme covering all Central and Eastern Europe, the programme is supporting the Bulgarian creative community with a set of short actions and events as well as one to two cooperation projects. An Office in charge of the administration of the programme is set up in Sofia. A Board with dynamic persons of the Bulgarian Culture participates in decisions. 

Bulgarian partners: Numerous Bulgarian institutions and creators. 

Swiss partners: Pro Helvetia Arts Council of Switzerland (East-West cultural exchanges), the Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland in Bulgaria.

18 Youth Organisations Exchange Programme 

Duration: 01.05.2003 - 30.04.2005 
Amount : Unallocated (depends on opportunities)
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-00005.09

These contributions are aiming at promoting a better reciprocal understanding and acquaintance between youth from Eastern and Western Europe; it also contributes to facilitating the development on Youth organisations having adopted democratic and partnership approaches. Co-financing contributions are allocated for projects of Youth organisations of Eastern Europe, among them those in Bulgaria. 

Bulgarian partners: Youth Organisations (Variant 5 Targovishte/YMCA local organisations, International Civil Service and other eligible organisations). 

Swiss partners: Intermundo, Swiss Union of Youth Associations (SAJV), Service Civil International and the Co-operation Office of The Embassy of Switzerland.

19 Scientific Cooperation between Eastern Europe and Switzerland

Duration: 01.01.2005 – 31.12.2008
Amount: Funds allocation depends on opportunities identified by Swiss Institutions
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-04057.01

Continuation of the previous "scientific cooperation" Program. The objective is to have Research groups and institutions in Eastern Europe able to cope with transition challenges, meaning to deliver high quality of research, with better integration in the international research community. The program finances joint research projects between Swiss and Eastern European groups.

Bulgarian partners: Research groups from universities, think tanks, from civil society, public institutions and counterparts in Switzerland. 

Swiss partners: Swiss National Found (for Research) SNF.

20 Roma Education Fund

Duration: 01.12.2004 – 31.12.2006
Amount: Total for 5 countries CHF 620'000
Switzerland Contribution Identification: 7F-04116.01

The overall goal of the Roma Education Fund is to contribute to closing the gap in educational outcomes between Roma and non-Roma, including the desegregation of educational systems. The present Swiss contribution considers only the Action Plans for Bulgaria, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro. The financial management of the Roma Education Fund is located in Paris in the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB). The day to day functions of the grant will be managed from a regional office in Budapest.

F
PROJECTS/PROGRAMMES IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE STABILITY PACT

The actual Portfolio of the Swiss contributions to Projects and Programmes within the framework of the Stability Pact is outlined below. This summary indicates the projects through which Bulgaria is directly or indirectly concerned by these contributions.

21 Working Table I - Democratisation and Human Rights:

Topics are: respect for human rights, the promotion of local democracy and cross-border cooperation, promotion of the role of the women in politics; conflict prevention, support to independent media and education. The total Swiss contribution to WT I projects for the period 2005 amounts to CHF 0.9 millions.

22 Working Table II Economic Reconstruction, Development and Co-operation:

The investments in economic infrastructures are predominant as well as the implementation of the Trade Initiative to establish a network of Free Trade Agreements in the SEE region. Substantial contributions are also directed to environmental issues as well as within the Initiative for Social Cohesion The total Swiss commitment to WT II for the period 2005 amounts to CHF 1.1 million.

23 Working Table III: Defence and Security:

Switzerland supports the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Initiative (DPPI). In the field of Justice and Home affairs, Switzerland contributes to the development and implementation of the Anti-corruption Initiative (SPAI) and to the Task Force on Human Trafficking. The total Swiss commitment for Table III for the period 2005 amounts to about CHF 1.6 million.

24 Cross-border nature conservation and environmental protection

Duration: 01.03.2004 – 31.12.2006
Amount: CHF 2'140'000 for the 3 sites  (5 countries involved)
Switzerland Contribution: 7F-01010.03

The project reinforces cross-border cooperation on the sustainable use and protection of shared natural resources in Southeast Europe. The target group includes both governmental and non-governmental organisations, as well as professionals such as farmers, craftsmen or teacher. The measures focus on Lake Shkadhar in Albania and Serbia-Montenegro ; the Neretva Delta in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia and Western Stara Planina between Bulgaria and Serbia-Montenegro. The project supports the institutions involved with the exchange of information, the development of networks, and the definition of cross-border programmes on sustainable use of resources or raising awareness of the local population.

Bulgarian Partners: REC Country Office in Sofia

Foreign Partner: REC Head Office in Szentendre, Peter Hislaire and Pierre Galland (both Swiss consultants).

25 Euromontana: Support to Bulmontana (BG); Makmontana (MK); and Romontana (RO)

Duration: 01.12.2004 – 31.12.2006
Amount: CHF 320'000 for 3 countries
Switzerland Contribution: 7F-01041.03

The aim of the project is to support three national organisations for the development of mountainous areas and to contribute to their sustainable development. One of this three organisations is Bulmontana which is established in Razlog. With the support of Euromontana established in Bruxelles, Bulmontana will benefit of numerous contact and networking opportunities.

Bulgarian Partners : Bulmontnana Razlog

Foreign Partner : Euromontana Bruxelles, SAB Bern

G
OTHER UNCLASSIFIED PROJECTS

26 Support to various Small Actions

Duration: 01.09.2002 – 31.08.2005 (next phase under preparation)
Amount: CHF 200’000
Switzerland Contribution: 7F-02422.01/02

The Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland supports isolated small but pertinent actions submitted to it and having the potential to advantageously complement the Bulgarian Swiss Cooperation Programme.

Bulgarian partners: Different associations, organisations for each action (presently Time Foundation, Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation; Bulgarian Red Cross).

Swiss partners: The Co-operation Office of the Embassy of Switzerland.

27 Projects under Preparation – New Projects

Additional projects can be added by notification in the form of a letter from the Embassy of Switzerland, to be endorsed by the Bulgarian Ministry of Economy. Such endorsed notifications, mentioning the Swiss and Bulgarian partners and referring to the present paragraph, will be considered as an amendment to Exhibit 1.
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