MEMORANDUM

ON LEGAL AND JUDICIAL COOPERATION 

BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA AND THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
The Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Macedonia, hereinafter referred as 'Parties"

· convinced of the necessity of establishing a strong relationship between the two Ministries,

· desiring to contribute to the regional cooperation and the development of the bilateral relations in the field of the law and justice,

· being aware of the importance of the harmonization of the national legislation with the European and international standards,

· confirming their determination to work constructively to the integration into European and Euro-Atlantic structures,

· taking into account the mechanisms of co-operation in the framework of the European Union, Council of Europe and other international organizations,

Have agreed upon the following,

Article 1

The Parties shall develop bilateral relations and co-operation in the aria of legislation, judicial administration, the activity of the judicial authorities and the prison administration.

Article 2

Co-operation between the Parties shall be implemented in the following ways:

/1/ Exchange of existing legislation, legal literature, as well as other types of legal information.

/2/ Exchange of information on main amendments to the legislation of each state as well as on issues of mutual interest.

/3/ Improvement and refinement of the means and practical ways of judicial co-operation both in civil and criminal matters.

Article 3

The Parties shall co-operate in the following areas:

/1/ Implementation of joint training programs for judges, prosecutors and investigators, central administration staff and judicial administration especially with a view to enhance their knowledge of the application of the European Union law.

/2/ Organization of conferences, seminars, meetings and other activities for exchange of experience of mutual interest.

/3/ Exchange of information on preparation of pieces of legislation and their application.

/4/ Exchange of experience and information related to the organization and the functioning of the Parties.

/5/ Exchange of experts and discussions on issues of mutual interest.

Article 4

/1/ The Parties shall assist each other in the field of harmonization of national legislation with the law of the European Union.

/2/ The Parties shall exchange experience in the implementation of European and international conventions in the field of criminal and civil matters.

Article 5

The Parties shall act within their competence to strengthen cooperation in the fight against organized crime, trafficking human beings and drugs, psychotropic substances and precursors, money laundering, corruption, terrorism and other offenses which pose increasingly greater dangers to public interest and human rights with the purpose to find out specific ways of providing assistance in the search and seizure or confiscation of property and proceeds of crime.

Article 6

The Parties shall make contacts through the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Macedonia.

Article 7

The Parties shall exchange experience and information in the aria of the execution of sanctions, organizational activity of the bodies competent in execution of sanctions and observation of the rights of the convicted persons.

Article 8

The Parties shall periodically establish the forms of co-operation, financial and organizational aspects of implementation of this Memorandum.

Article 9

The present Memorandum shall not prevent the promotion of other mutually agreeable forms of co-operation.

Article 10

Amendments and supplements to the present Memorandum can be made in a written by mutual consent of the Parties.

Article 11

/1/ The present Memorandum shall be concluded for an indefinite period of time.

/2/ Each Party could terminate this Memorandum at any time by notifying the other Party. The termination shall enter into force upon expiration of 3 months as from the date on which one of the Parties has notified the other of the termination of the Memorandum.

Article 12

The present Memorandum shall enter into force at the date of its signing.

Signed in ___________________ on __________________ in two original copies in the official languages of the both Parties, Bulgarian language in conformity with Constitution of Republic of Bulgaria and - Macedonian language in conformity with the Constitution of Republic of Macedonia, as well as in English language, all three texts being equally authentic. In the case of difference in the interpretation of this Memorandum, the English text shall prevail.
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