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Plan of Cooperation

between

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria

and

The Ministry of Health of the State of Israel

in the Field of Health Care and Medical Science
Pursuant to Article 4 of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the State of Israel for cooperation in the field of health care and medical science, signed on 14th March 1991, which corresponds to 28 Adar 5751, the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria and Ministry of Health of the State of Israel, hereinafter referred to as the Contracting Parties, have agreed on the following Plan of Cooperation for a four year period.

Article 1

The Contracting Parties shall develop the cooperation in the field of health care on the basis of mutual interests, and in compliance with their respective internal laws and regulations.

Article 2

The Contracting Parties shall develop cooperation in the field of health care in the following priority areas:
· public health and health promotion;
· emergency medicine and disaster medicine;

· quality improvement in health care;
· cardiovascular diseases: diagnoses, treatment and patient care; cardiac surgery;

· cancer: diagnosis, treatment and patient care;

· tissue and organ transplantation;

· renal diseases, haemodialysis;

· control of infectious diseases;

· HIV/AIDS prevention;

· mental health;

· treatment and research of opiate dependency;

· health management;

· drug policy;

Thе cooperation in the above indicated areas shall not preclude cooperation in other areas of mutual interest.
Article 3

1) The Contracting Parties shall exchange information about their health legislation, population health status, priority health problems, health policy main trends, and about the issues relating to the curative and preventive network organization with special attention to the areas stipulated in Article 2.

2) The Contracting Parties shall exchange information annually on problems concerning the scientific-medical events organized by them, including the time and place they are to be held.

Article 4
1) The Contracting Parties shall encourage direct cooperation between research and other institutes and medical universities that work in the areas stipulated in Article 2. Such institutes shall be given priority in the assignment of the visits under Article 6 below.

2) Relevant institutes of the Contracting Parties may conclude direct agreements with regard to specific projects, and to the needs in terms of conferences and visits with scientific purpose, as well as to the financial terms thereof.

Article 5
1) The contracting Parties shall stimulate the organization of joint colloquia and the attendance at professional and scientific meetings by their specialists. 
2) The contracting Parties shall cooperate at the forums of international organizations and at international meetings.

Article 6
1) For the implementation of the cooperation referred to in Article 2, Contracting Parties shall exchange experts within the framework of no more than 30 days per year, including representatives of institutes from the areas referred to in Article 2 with the purpose of short study and/or scientific visits, or exchange of experience.

2) The Contracting Parties have agreed to receive experts and specialists for improvement of their qualification.
2) The Contracting Parties, with the consent of the relevant institutions, shall consider provision of longer training periods in the Republic of Bulgaria and in the State of Israel for experts in the field of health care.

Article 7
1) The exchange of information referred to in Article 3 shall be free of charge.

2) The necessary costs for the visits under the direct cooperation between the institutes pursuant to Paragraph 2 of Article 4 shall be covered by the institutes themselves.

3) For the visits under Paragraph 1 of Article 6, the sending Party shall pay for the travel expenses between the international airports of both countries. The receiving Party shall pay for the hotel expenses /including breakfast/, for internal travel expenses in connection with the visit, and a daily allowance. The amount of the daily allowance is determined in accordance with the financial regulations in force in each of the two countries.

4) The duration of stay and the financial terms for visits pursuant to Paragraph 2 of Article 6 shall be determined on a case by case basis.

Article 8
In cases of sudden arising states of health which endanger the life, the specialists exchanged in the frame of this Plan, will be provided with any necessary medical care in the frame of medical insurance made in advance in the country of origin.
Article 9
In any other matter relating to cooperation in the field of health care and medical science, but not provided for in this Plan of Cooperation, the Contracting Parties shall act in conformity with the Agreement signed on March 14, 1991 that corresponds to Adar 28, 5751.

This Plan of Cooperation is concluded for a period of 4 years and shall enter into force from the date of signing.
Signed in ……………… on ……………….200.., which corresponds to ………………………576.. in two original copies in the English language.
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