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Agreement 

between the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the 

Council of Europe concerning the status of the Council of Europe 

Information Office in Sofia
The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Council of Europe,

Having regard to Resolution (99)9 of 28 July 1999 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on the creation of the Council of Europe Information Offices to succeed the present Information and Documentation Centres of the Council of Europe;

Taking into consideration that the Republic of Bulgaria is a contracting party to the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe, concluded in Paris on 2 September 1949,

Considering that it is necessary to conclude an Agreement to settle certain issues related to the establishment of the Council of Europe information office in Sofia,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

For the purpose of this Agreement the following definitions shall apply:

(a)
“IOCE” means the Council of Europe Information Office in Sofia;

(b)
“Government” means the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria;

(c)
“Officials of the IOCE” means all the members of the IOCE staff employed under the staff regulations and rules of the Council of Europe with the exception of the staff recruited locally.

Article 2

The objective of the IOCE shall be the dissemination in Bulgaria of information of the Council of Europe, its activities and standards, in particular trough:

· helping individuals and public organisations to contact the Council of Europe and to get information on its activities; 

· participating in and supporting the implementation of co-operation programmes and other relevant Council of Europe projects in Bulgaria;

· translating into Bulgarian, publishing and disseminating texts of international legal instruments and other documents of the Council of Europe, which are of particular interest;

· helping to implement in Bulgaria the information strategy of the Council of Europe, in particular for professional circles concerned with the work and the activities of the Council of Europe and for the media;

· providing logistical support and information coverage for the Council of Europe visits and meetings taking place in Bulgaria;

· participating on behalf of the Secretariat of the Council of Europe in events taking place in Bulgaria and which are of the Council of Europe’s interest.

Article 3

1.
The IOCE shall be set up in place of the Information and Documentation Centre on the Council of Europe in Sofia established on 13 December 1993 and the Regional Information and Documentation Centre on the Council of Europe in Veliko Turnovo, established on 12 January 1999.

2.
The IOCE succeeds the Information and Documentation Centres on the Council of Europe in Bulgaria mentioned in para.1 of this Article in respect of all their assets and documentation;
3.
As a Council of Europe Institution, the IOCE possesses juridical personality. It shall have the capacity to conclude contracts, to acquire and dispose of movable property, to hold a bank account in foreign currency and to institute legal proceedings. In such matters, the Director of the IOCE will act on its behalf;
4.
As a Council of Europe Institution, the IOCE shall benefit from the provisions of the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe, concluded in Paris on 2 September 1949 and ratified by Bulgaria on 7 of May 1992. 
Article 4
The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall appoint the Head of Office in accordance with established international practice.
Article 5

The Government shall contribute to the activities of the IOCE by providing adequate premises free of rent. The Council of Europe will cover all other charges, such as service, maintenance, communication coasts, etc.

Article 6

The premises of the IOCE shall be inviolable. The IOCE property, funds and assets, wheresoever located and by whomsoever held, shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation and any other form of interference whether by executive, administrative, judicial or legislative action.  

Article 7

1.
Funds, assets, income, benefits and expenses as well as other IOCE property are exempted from any form of direct taxes, on condition that the IOCE will not claim exemption from payment for local public services.

2.
IOCE property (assets) in Sofia which are acquired under Art.3, 3 are exempted from VAT.

Article 8

1.
With respect to the import and export of the objects required by the IOCE for its official use, Art. 7 para. “b” of the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe shall apply;

2..
With respect to the import and export of the publications of the IOCE, Art. 7 para. “c” of the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe shall apply. 

Article 9

1.
The IOCE shall enjoy, in respect of its official communications, treatment at least as favourable as that accorded to the diplomatic missions of any government, in respect of priorities, tariffs and charges on mail, cablegrams, telephotos, telephone, telegraph, telex and other communications, as well as rates for information to the press and radio.

2.
The Government shall secure the inviolability of IOCE official communications and correspondence including all electronic communications and shall not apply any censorship to its communications and correspondence. Such inviolability, without limitation by reason of this enumeration, shall extend to publications, photographs, slides, films and sound recordings.

Article 10

1.
IOCE officials shall enjoy the following privileges and immunities:
a)
immunity from legal process in respect of words spoken or
written and all acts performed by them in their official capacity
and within the limit of their authority,
b) 
exemption from taxation on the salaries and emoluments paid to
them by the Council of Europe.
2.


The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall inform the
Government of the names of the IOCE officials to whom the privileges
and immunities provided for in Article 18 of the General Agreement on
Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe shall apply;
3.

The staff of the IOCE shall not violate the legislation of Bulgaria and
shall refrain from acts incompatible with the performance of their official
functions;
4.

As far as the waiver of IOCE officials' immunity is concerned,
Article 19 of the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the
Council of Europe shall apply.
Article 11

The IOCE and its officials shall be entitled to display the Council of Europe’s emblem.

Article 12

1.
Any dispute regarding the interpretation and application of the provisions of this Memorandum shall be settled between the Parties through consultations.

2.
Each Party may propose to amend this Memorandum. It shall notify of such amendments through diplomatic channels. In case of consent of the other Party, the amendments shall be drawn up in the form of a separate protocol, which will be an integral part of this Memorandum and will enter into force in the order provided for by the provisions of such a Protocol.

Article 13
1.
This Memorandum shall enter into force on the date on which the Council of Europe is notified by the Government of the completion of the internal procedures necessary for its entry into force. Until then, from the date of signature, in accordance with Article 18 of the Vienna Convention of the law of treaties, the Government shall be under the obligation to refrain from actions which are contrary to this Memorandum.

2.
This Memorandum shall remain in force for a period of three years from the date of its entry into force.

Done  in Strasbourg on 11 July 2006, in English, in two copies

For the Council of Europe


For the Government of the   
Republic of Bulgaria

