DRAFT
A G R E E M E N T

FOR COOPERATION FOR HUMANITARIAN AID 
BETWEEN

THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA AND 
THE SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM, OF RHODES AND OF MALTA


The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta, herein after referred to as “The Parties” 

ON THE BASIS OF diplomatic relations established between the both Parties on November 1994,
LEADED by the intention of developing and enlarging the friendly terms between the both Parties,
DESIROUS of facilitating humanitarian assistance, which the Sovereign Military Order of Malta provides to medical establishments for hospital care in the Republic of Bulgaria, in favor of the sick and the indigents in Bulgaria and

AFTER the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta, in its capacity of international legal entity, has encouraged sending of different aids for medical establishments for hospital care in Bulgaria in agreement with the Ministry of Health.
Have agreed on the following:

A R T I C L E   1
The Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta will encourage different forms of cooperation and will give support, depending on its possibilities and resources, to the medical establishments for hospital care in the Republic of Bulgaria, through sending aids, and more specifically equipment, medicines and other materials, in order that the relevant medical establishments for hospital care could provide the necessary cares to the patients, including aids for evacuees and/or for fugitives, in case of disasters.
A R T I C L E   2

The Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta will send periodically to the Ministry of Health through its Embassy, a list of materials, which it wish to endow to the medical establishments for hospital care in the Republic of Bulgaria.
The Ministry of Health in accordance of its prior programs may ask for eventual assistance to the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta in the fields, where it has technical and specific experience.
The both Parties will contact constantly, with the purpose of reaching maximum effectiveness on implementing the activities under the present Agreement.

A R T I C L E   3
With the purpose of facilitating the implementation of the Agreement the Bulgarian part will free of duties, taxes and all kind of tolls or other similar receipts (including value added tax) the import of the humanitarian aids.
A R T I C L E   4

The Ministry of Health and the terminal recipients of endowments and humanitarian aid will not have financial obligations, related to the deliveries.
The Ministry of Health will assist to the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta during the implementation of the activities under this Agreement and confirm to the customs authorities the import under these activities.
A R T I C L E   5

The Ambassador of the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta will coordinate the endowments with the competent authorities in the Republic of Bulgaria, with the purpose of their approval and permission of their import in the country.

The Ministry of Health will assist for obtaining the necessary permissions.
A R T I C L E   6

The present Agreement is subject to ratification by the Parliament of the Republic of Bulgaria and shall enter into force on the date of the last written notification, with which the Parties notify themselves mutually through diplomatic channels, that all the requirements, provided in their national legislation for entry into force of international agreements are fulfilled.

This Agreement may be modified by mutual agreement between the both Parties. The amendments will be made in separate protocols, which will be irrevocable part of this Agreement and shall enter into force by the terms, provided for in paragraph 1 of the present Article.
A R T I C L E   7

This Agreement is operative for indeterminate period. It may be denounced by either party upon written notice trough diplomatic channels. The operation of the Agreement will terminate after the expiration of six months from the date on which the notice has been received.


Signed in Sofia on …… March 2006 in two original copies in Bulgarian, Italian and English languages, and the three texts have identical validity. In case of divergence in interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

For the Ministry of Health 


For the Sovereign Military 
of the Republic of Bulgaria


Hospitaller Order of St. John of








Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta
Prof. Radoslav Gaydarski


Albrecht Freiherr von Boeselager
Minister of Health



Grand’Ospedaliere

