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P  L A N
BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA AND THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SOLIDARITY OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC FOR 
CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH FOR THE PERIOD 2007-2009

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Ministry of Health and Social Solidarity of the Hellenic Republic called hereinafter “the Contracting Parties”, 

in accordance with the article 5 of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the Hellenic Republic for co-operation in the field of health, signed on 29 March, 1991,

have agreed on the following:

ARTICLE 1


The Contracting Parties agree upon the exchange of experience in the following fields:


1. Health Policy;


2. Medical service: National health legislation and applicable European legislation;

3. Organization of Emergency Medical care;


4. Health control of foods, goods and environmental factors;


5. Epidemiological control of infectious and parasitic diseases;


6. Health promotion and disease prevention;

7. Control on activities related to drug substances used for medical purposes;

8. Preventing, treating and rehabilitation of drug users;

9. Health care information supply;

10. Health care for people with disabilities– policy, legislation, programs, medical expertise, etc.
ARTICLE 2


The Contracting Parties agree to expand their cooperation in the field of the state health control with regard to:


1.Safety of goods of some importance for the health of the population  through:
a.) Application of the regulations and the requirements of the European Union;

b.) Mutual information about the methods and forms of control on these goods;

c.) Mutual information about dangerous goods in the market which could pass over the territory of each of the Contracting Parties.

2.Environmental factors in the field of:

a.) Monitoring organization of the drinking water and bathing water quality;

b.) System of collecting and summarizing the monitoring information and preparing the reports presentation to the EU Commission regarding the drinking water and bathing water quality.

ARTICLE 3


1. The Contracting Parties shall exchange on request information on the organization of the health care services, on health problems and methods used for their solution, laws and secondary legislation in the field of health, etc.


2. Every year the Contracting Parties shall exchange information about the scientific-medical events with international participation, organized by them, including time and place where they are to be held.

ARTICLE 4


1. In accordance with the international agreements in which both countries participate, the Contracting Parties shall inform each other on the registered communicable diseases, which seem to cause expansion of transborder epidemics.


2. The Contracting Parties shall exchange information on the health aspects of the environment in their competence, especially on matters concerning pollution, including toxic and radioactive, through border roads and rivers. They shall also inform immediately each other in case of nuclear accident.

ARTICLE 5


The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in the field of:


1. Defining the priorities and criteria for the drug lists as précised by the national legislations of the Contracting Parties;


2. Control over the traffic of illicit and psychotropic drugs according to the requirements of the UN Convention from 1988 and the national legislation in this field;


3. Control and assessment of the effects of drugs containing illicit and psychotropic substances;
ARTICLE 6

The Contracting Parties shall exchange experience in the field of occupational medicine and occupational diseases in order to create healthy and safe work conditions.

ARTICLE 7


The Contracting Parties shall organize workshops for the purpose of exchange of experience on problems of mutual interest and their solution in the following fields:


1. Communicable diseases surveillance and border control;


2. Drug abuse;


3. Ways of Health care financing;

4. Creating an information system for infections with high epidemic potential (such as brucellosis, avian flu, anthrax, rabies, malaria, etc.)





ARTICLE 8


The Contracting Parties shall exchange experience in elaborating programs for medical staff training.

ARTICLE 9


The Contracting Parties shall encourage the cooperation in the framework of the INTERREG III Program in fields of mutual interest.
ARTICLE 10


The Contracting Parties shall encourage their mutual co-operation within the framework of initiatives of the Stability Pact, related to the protection and consolidation of public health, prevention and control of communicable and parasitic diseases, etc.
ARTICLE 11
    
The Contracting Parties shall encourage the attendance of their scientists at national scientific congresses and other events with international participation. The expenses shall be paid according to the terms fixed in the invitation for each event.
ARTICLE 12

1. The Contracting Parties will encourage direct links and experience exchange between the National Centre of Public Health Protection at the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Medical School at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, the Hellenic Republic, on the problems of medicine prophylactics and public health.

2. The Contracting Parties will encourage direct links and experience exchange between the National Centre of Infectious and Parasitic Diseases at the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Centre for Diseases Control and Prevention at the Ministry of Health and Social Solidarity of the Hellenic Republic in developing and realization of programs for control and prevention of topical for both countries infectious and parasitic diseases.

ARTICLE 13

The Contracting Parties shall create conditions for short time professional training and qualification of medical staff of the other country for no more than 50 days per year. The Parties agree that the exchange of specialists shall be organized under the following financial conditions:


1. The sending party shall cover the travel expenses between the two capitals.


2. The receiving party shall cover the expenses of full accommodation.


3. At least 14 days prior the visit the two Parties shall inform each other on the programmed dates and hours of arrival and departure, means of transport, the number of experts and their respective positions, language speaking ability and the subjects to be discussed.

ARTICLE 14

 This Plan comes into force from the date of its signature and shall be valid till …………...


Signed on…………….., at ………,  in two originals, in Bulgarian, Greek and English languages, each of them having equal validity.


Should differences occur in the interpretation, the English text shall be used for reference.
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